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Abstract

This study aimed to (1) study the livelihoods of tricycle drivers in Nakhon Ratchasima
Municipality before the COVID-19 pandemic and (2) study the impacts and adaptations during
the COVID-19 pandemic. A qualitative method was employed as a case study. The key
informant consisted of 3 groups: tricycle drivers, people in the area, and related agencies,
totaling 18 people, use the selection method is purposive sampling The field study record, in-
depth interview questions, and audiovisual transcription records were employed in data
collection for in-depth interviews and non-participant observation to study the phenomena.

The findings revealed that tricycle drivers experienced problems with their lives before
the COVID-19 crisis, such as low income and health risks. When the COVID-19 outbreak
happened, the tricycle drivers were affected by 1) impacts on employment and income, 2)
impacts on access to food and health, and 3) impacts on pollution and the environment. This
led to adaptations, including 1) adjustments of expenses and income, 2) driving a tricycle to
receive food and stuff, 3) learning technology to access government welfare, and 4) using
equipment to prevent COVID-19 infection.

Keywords: Tricycle Drivers; COVID-19 Crisis; Facing; Adaptation
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