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Abstract

This study explores the policy discourse on local autonomy in Thailand. A policy
discourse analysis was conducted, utilizing constitutional law documents alongside data
collected through in-depth online interviews and focus group discussions with various
stakeholder groups. The data were subsequently coded, categorized, analyzed, and interpreted.

The findings indicate that Thailand’s local autonomy policy is hindered by a lack of
diversity in local governance structures, governance capacity, management capacity, and
political capacity, as well as the absence of guarantees for local autonomy. These constraints
reflect a discourse on local autonomy indirectly shaped by various legislative provisions
without a substantive commitment to fostering genuine local autonomy. Consequently,
Thailand’s public administration continues to prioritize centralized governance. The
persistence of this centralization poses a significant barrier to the development of local
autonomy. As a result, the Thai local autonomy policy, which claims to promote diversity in
local governance structures, governance capacity, and management capacity amidst the
absence of guarantees for local autonomy, remains essentially a policy discourse, with the
advancement of local autonomy depending heavily on public pressure. Without such pressure,
centralized power would remain strong, ultimately overshadowing local autonomy.

Keywords: Local Autonomy; Public Administration; Local Government; Policy Discourse
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