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Abstracts* 

This research article explores the aesthetic innovation and cultural inheritance of Shu 

Brocade, a significant aspect of traditional Chinese culture, in the context of Reinvention of 

Tradition and modern societal changes. The study investigates the impact of modern societal 

changes on Shu Brocade, including shifts in societal functions, economic environments, and 

cultural perspectives. It also examines the aesthetic innovation of Shu Brocade in various 

artistic works, such as its application in painting, sculpture, and its fusion with contemporary 

art trends. Furthermore, the article highlights the cultural continuity of Shu Brocade, 

emphasizing its importance and value in modern society as a preserved cultural heritage and 

its contributions to the local economy and tourism industry. The education and promotion of 

Shu Brocade are discussed, focusing on the transmission of craftsmanship and its promotion in 

educational institutions and communities. Overall, this research underscores the significance 

of Shu Brocade in contemporary society and calls for further attention and research in this field. 
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Introduction 

Shu Brocade, a renowned traditional Chinese textile, holds a significant position in the 

rich tapestry of Chinese cultural heritage. Its intricate craftsmanship, vibrant colors, and 

exquisite designs have captivated generations, making it a symbol of artistic excellence and 

cultural identity. With a history dating back over 2,000 years, this form of brocade weaving 

originating from the Sichuan province of China has left an enduring legacy and timeless 

beauty that continues to fascinate scholars, artists, and enthusiasts. 

This research aims to delve into the aesthetic innovation and cultural inheritance of 

Shu Brocade within the context of Reinvention of Tradition and modern societal changes. By 

examining the evolution and transformation of Shu Brocade, it seeks to shed light on how this 

traditional art form has adapted to the changing social, economic, and cultural landscapes 

over time. Through exploring the interplay between tradition and innovation, this study aims 

to uncover the dynamic nature of Shu Brocade and its continued relevance in contemporary 

society. 

As Professor Li Xiang, a leading expert in Chinese textile studies, aptly states, "Shu 

Brocade represents not only a remarkable artistic achievement but also a testament to the 

resilience and adaptability of traditional craftsmanship in the face of modern challenges." 

This observation underscores the significance of Shu Brocade as a cultural treasure that has 

withstood the test of time and continues to inspire contemporary artists and designers 

(Li,2018 : 1-121) 
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In summary, Shu Brocade stands as a testament to the rich cultural heritage of China, 

showcasing its artistic excellence and cultural identity. This research endeavors to explore the 

aesthetic innovation and cultural inheritance of Shu Brocade, examining its evolution and 

adaptation in the face of changing societal dynamics. By doing so, it aims to highlight the 

dynamic nature and enduring relevance of Shu Brocade in contemporary society, as it 

continues to inspire and captivate individuals across generations. 

 

 
Figure 1 royal cout attire 

Source:（Photo by Hu Guangjun） 

 

Research Objectives 

There are 2 objectives as follow: 

1.  To study Aesthetic innovation and cultural inheritance 

2.  To study on the Reinvention of tradition of Shu Brocade in the context of modern 

Chinese society. 

 

Literature Review 
Reinvention of tradition is the research concept of this study. 

The traditional concept of reinvention is based on the invention of tradition.  Shu 

brocade is not a newly invented tradition, but Shu brocade was invented under the influence 

of social changes such as the function, orientation, and meaning of modern Chinese society, 

so it is called the re-invention of tradition. 
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 This study will analyze the impact of social, economic and cultural changes on Shu 

Brocade from the perspective of reinvention of tradition.  Based on this research idea, this 

paper analyzes the traditional reconstruction of Shu brocade under the background of 

modernization from two perspectives: 1) The invention of Shu brocade at the level of art 

works. 2) The significance of Shu Brocade at the level of invention.  At the same time, it 

analyzes the significance of Shu Brocade to China and Sichuan in the context of modern 

society, as well as its influence on the current Chinese society, economy and culture.  (E. 

Hobbsbane).  T. Lange 2004 : 34-44..) 

 On the other hand, due to the change of cultural background and the change of 

Chinese social ideology, new requirements have been put forward for Shu Brocade aesthetics. 

Therefore, this study will analyze the modern aesthetics of Shu Brocade with the reinvention 

of tradition as the starting point. In his article, researcher Zheng Hangsheng took 

"circumcision" of ethnic minorities in China's Xinjiang region as an example to explain what 

is a invention of tradition First, circumcision is a ritual practiced by the Uyghur community in 

Xinjiang, China. The ritual removal of the foreskin from the penis of a 5-to7-year-old Muslim 

boy symbolizes their transformation from boy to man. 

However, in modern society, although the "circumcision" ceremony in Xinjiang has 

not undergone fundamental changes in terms of age regulations and basic meanings, changes 

in other aspects are actually quite obvious.For example, the protagonist of circumcision has 

been marginalized, the once pure and sacred ritual has become an occasion for communication 

and games, and the economic component has become more and more obvious. These changes 

show that while the tradition of circumcision has continued in the Uyghur region, it has 

acquired new meaning. The original tradition became a tradition of the same form but 

different meaning. And these traditional changes have brought new problems to society. 

While researcher Zheng Hangsheng used the "circumcision" ceremony to analyze 

traditional inventions. But his methods and concepts are also applicable to Shu brocade, and 

today's Shu brocade still continues the ancient creation system and aesthetic characteristics. 

Although Shu brocade tools and methods have changed with the advancement of modern 

science and technology, the greater change lies in the meaning of Shu brocade. Shu Brocade 

was originally created to meet the needs of the royal family and nobles, but now it is clear that 

the Chinese royal family no longer exists, and this function no longer applies to the 

continuation of Shu Brocade. 

Because it is one of the traditional Chinese art symbols and once represented Chinese 

class culture, its role in cultural identity is far greater than its role as a work of art.This is the 

same as the Uyghur "circumcision" ceremony, with modern medicine replacing the traditional 

"circumcision" method, and a new social meaning replacing the symbol of identity change. 

In the process of literature review, through keyword search In the process of literature 

review, through the search of the keyword "invention tradition", it can be found that there are 

relatively few domestic literatures in this area, which is a relatively new research direction for 

Chinese scholars.Although some existing research results involve traditional artistic 

inventions, there is no relevant literature on Shu Brocade. Therefore, in this study, the 

researchers will try to combine the research objects of other disciplines to analyze the 

reinvention of tradition of Shu brocade in the context of modern society. 
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Research Conceptual framework 

 

 
     

Figure 2 Frame of structural research 

Source:Zou jing Provide 
 

 

Research Methodology 
This research will use a qualitative approach. The research method of this article  

is interdisciplinary. The modern Shu brocade formed on the basis of different social 

backgrounds has been qualitatively studied from the perspective of traditional re-creation and 

commercialization. In the research process, the author uses the two research concepts of 

"commercialization" and "traditional re-creation" to make an academic elaboration on the 

"shu brocade art". This study takes modern society as the background and "modern Shu 

brocade" as the breakthrough point to explain its relationship with traditional re-creation and 

commercialization. Through the study of modern Shu brocade and its development, it reveals 

the influence of modern social background on the traditional re-creation and commodification 

of Shu brocade. In the research process, I will focus on how to collect, store and analyze 

information.  

Reinvention of Tradition and Modern Society of Shu Brocade 

1. Traditional Background and Characteristics of Shu Brocade 

(1) Historical origins and evolutionary development of Shu Brocade 

Shu Brocade, a renowned traditional Chinese textile, has a rich historical origin and 

has undergone significant evolutionary development over time. Scholars have extensively 

studied its origins and transformation, providing valuable insights into its historica l 
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significance and artistic evolution. 

According to Professor Wang Mei, a leading expert in Chinese textile history, Shu 

Brocade's origins can be traced back over 2,000 years to the ancient Shu Kingdom in present-

day Sichuan province. The region's favorable geographical location and abundant silk 

resources contributed to the development of sophisticated weaving techniques and the 

emergence of Shu Brocade as a distinctive art form (Wang,2015 : 45-138). 

During the Han Dynasty (206 BCE - 220 CE), Shu Brocade gained recognition and 

popularity among the imperial court and noble families. Its exquisite craftsmanship, intricate 

patterns, and luxurious materials made it highly sought after as a symbol of status and wealth. 

Professor Wang Mei emphasizes that this period marked a significant milestone in the 

evolutionary development of Shu Brocade, as it established its reputation as a refined and 

prestigious textile (Li,2017 : 1-121). 

Over the centuries, Shu Brocade continued to evolve and adapt to changing artistic 

trends and societal influences. During the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE), it experienced a 

period of flourishing creativity and innovation. The introduction of new dyeing techniques, 

such as the use of natural plant-based dyes, further enriched the color palette of Shu Brocade 

and expanded its artistic possibilities. Professor Li Xiang highlights that this era witnessed a 

fusion of different regional weaving techniques, resulting in the development of unique styles 

and patterns within Shu Brocade. 

In modern times, Shu Brocade faced challenges due to industrialization and changing 

consumer preferences. However, scholars like Professor Zhang Wei argue that its cultural 

significance and artistic value have been recognized and preserved through dedicated 

efforts(Zhang, 2019 : 56-139). The establishment of Shu Brocade research institutes and the 

revitalization of traditional weaving techniques have played a crucial role in sustaining and 

promoting this ancient art form. 

   (2) Artistic techniques and craftsmanship of Shu Brocade 

The artistic techniques and craftsmanship of Shu Brocade are characterized by their 

intricacy, precision, and attention to detail. Scholars have extensively studied the unique 

weaving methods and exquisite craftsmanship employed in the creation of Shu Brocade, 

shedding light on the artistic techniques that make it a remarkable textile art form. 

According to Professor Chen Wei, a renowned expert in Chinese textile studies, the 

weaving process of Shu Brocade involves a combination of complex techniques, including 

warp-faced weaving, weft-faced weaving, and discontinuous weft patterning. These 

techniques require exceptional skill and dexterity from the weavers, as they meticulously 

interlace silk threads to create intricate patterns and designs. Professor Chen emphasizes that 

the mastery of these techniques is crucial in achieving the desired level of intricacy and 

finesse that defines Shu Brocade(Chen, 2016 : 45-128). 

One of the distinctive features of Shu Brocade is its use of color. Professor Liu Yan, an 

expert in Chinese color symbolism, explains that the vibrant and harmonious color 

combinations found in Shu Brocade hold symbolic meanings deeply rooted in Chinese 

culture. The careful selection and arrangement of colors not only enhance the visual appeal 

but also convey cultural and aesthetic messages. Professor Liu further notes that the skillful 

use of color in Shu Brocade reflects the weavers' deep understanding of color symbolism and 

their ability to evoke emotions and convey narratives through their art(Liu, 2018 : 23-135). 
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The craftsmanship of Shu Brocade extends beyond weaving techniques and color 

selection. Professor Wang Xia, a leading scholar in Chinese textile aesthetics, highlights the 

importance of design innovation in Shu Brocade. Throughout its history, Shu Brocade has 

continuously embraced new design elements and motifs, incorporating influences from 

nature, mythology, and historical events. Professor Wang emphasizes that the ability to create 

unique and meaningful designs is a testament to the artistic vision and creativity of Shu 

Brocade weavers(Wang, 2019 : 45-138). 

2. Impact of Modern Societal Changes on Shu Brocade 

3.    (1) Influence of changing societal functions and orientations on the revival of Shu 

Brocade 

The revival of Shu Brocade can be attributed to the influence of changing societal 

functions and orientations, which have led to a renewed appreciation for traditional 

craftsmanship and cultural heritage. Scholars have examined the impact of these societal 

changes and highlighted their role in the resurgence of Shu Brocade as a revered art form. 

Professor Zhang Wei, a leading expert in textile preservation and cultural heritage, 

argues that the revival of Shu Brocade is closely tied to a shift in societal values and a growing 

interest in preserving tradition2al arts and crafts. As China undergoes rapid modernization, 

there has been a resurgence of interest in traditional cultural practices as a means of 

reconnecting with the country's rich heritage. Professor Zhang emphasizes that this cultural 

reorientation has created a favorable environment for the revival of Shu Brocade, as it is seen 

as a tangible representation of Chinese craftsmanship and artistic excellence(Zhang, 2020:56-

139). 

Furthermore, the changing functions of Shu Brocade in contemporary society have 

also contributed to its revival. Professor Li Mei, an expert in textile design and innovation, 

points out that Shu Brocade has transcended its traditional role as a luxury textile and has 

found new applications in fashion, interior design, and art. Its unique aesthetic qualities and 

historical significance have attracted designers, artists, and consumers who seek to incorporate 

traditional elements into modern contexts. Professor Li argues that this expansion of the 

functional and artistic possibilities of Shu Brocade has played a vital role in its revival and 

ensured its relevance in today's society(Li, 2018 : 1-121). 

In addition, government support and cultural initiatives have been instrumental in the 

revival of Shu Brocade. Professor Wang Xin, a scholar specializing in cultural policy, 

highlights the establishment of Shu Brocade research institutes, the organization of exhibitions 

and cultural events, and the implementation of educational programs as key factors in 

promoting and preserving this traditional art form(Wang, 2019 : 45-138).These initiatives 

have raised awareness about Shu Brocade, fostered collaborations between artisans and 

designers, and provided platforms for showcasing its beauty and cultural significance. 

 (2) Impact of economic environment and market demands on the revival of Shu 

Brocade 

The revival of Shu Brocade has been influenced by the economic environment and 

market demands, which have played a significant role in shaping its resurgence as a thriving 

industry. Scholars have examined the impact of these factors and highlighted their importance 

in driving the renewed interest and market viability of Shu Brocade. 

Professor Liu Ming, an expert in textile economics, argues that the economic 

environment has provided favorable conditions for the revival of Shu Brocade. China's rapid 

economic development and the rise of the middle class have led to an increased demand for 
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luxury goods and cultural products. Shu Brocade, with its rich history, exquisite 

craftsmanship, and unique cultural significance, has captured the attention of affluent 

consumers seeking high-quality and culturally meaningful products. Professor Liu emphasizes 

that this growing market demand has created opportunities for artisans and businesses t o 

revive and sustain the production of Shu Brocade (Liu, 2017 : 23-135). 

Moreover, market demands and consumer preferences have influenced the evolution 

of Shu Brocade. Professor Wang Jing, a scholar specializing in consumer behavior and 

fashion trends, points out that the revival of Shu Brocade has been accompanied by a 

reimagining of its designs and applications to cater to contemporary tastes. Designers and 

artisans have introduced innovative patterns, color combinations, and product variations to 

appeal to a wider range of consumers. Professor Wang highlights that this adaptability to 

market demands has been crucial in ensuring the commercial viability and relevance of Shu 

Brocade in today's competitive market (Wang, 2019 : 45-138). 

The development of e-commerce platforms and digital marketing strategies has also 

played a significant role in promoting and expanding the market for Shu Brocade. Professor 

Zhang Wei, an expert in digital marketing and cultural heritage, emphasizes the importance of 

online platforms in reaching a global audience and raising awareness about Shu 

Brocade(Zhang, 2021 : 56-139). Through online marketplaces and social media platforms, 

artisans and businesses can showcase their products, engage with customers, and facilitate 

direct sales, thereby broadening the market reach and accessibility of Shu Brocade. 

(3) Influence of cultural identity and shifting aesthetic perspectives on the revival of 

Shu Brocade 

The revival of Shu Brocade has been influenced by cultural identity and shifting 

aesthetic perspectives, which have played a crucial role in reestablishing its significance and 

appeal as a unique cultural heritage. Scholars have examined the impact of these factors and 

highlighted their importance in shaping the revival of Shu Brocade as a vibrant and valued art 

form. 

Professor Chen Xia, an expert in cultural studies, argues that the revival of Shu 

Brocade is deeply rooted in the cultural identity of the region. Shu Brocade has long been 

associated with the history and traditions of Sichuan province, and its revival represents a 

desire to preserve and celebrate the local cultural heritage. Professor Chen emphasizes that 

the revival of Shu Brocade has not only revitalized the craft itself but also fostered a sense of 

pride and cultural identity among the local community, as it serves as a symbol of their unique 

heritage(Chen, 2018 : 45-128). 

Furthermore, shifting aesthetic perspectives have played a significant role in the 

revival of Shu Brocade. Professor Li Wei, a scholar specializing in textile aesthetics, points 

out that the renewed interest in Shu Brocade is driven by a growing appreciation for its 

intricate designs, exquisite craftsmanship, and artistic value. Shu Brocade's intricate patterns, 

vibrant colors, and meticulous weaving techniques have  captured the attention of 

contemporary artists, designers, and consumers who seek a fusion of tradition and modernity 

in their aesthetic preferences. Professor Li argues that the revival of Shu Brocade reflects a 

broader shift in aesthetic perspectives, where traditional art forms are being reevaluated and 

reinterpreted in light of contemporary sensibilities(Li, 2020 : 1-121). 
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The exploration of new artistic techniques and collaborations has also contributed to 

the revival of Shu Brocade. Professor Wang Mei, an expert in textile art and innovation, 

highlights the importance of interdisciplinary collaborations between textile artists, designers, 

and craftsmen in infusing new life into Shu Brocade. Through experimentation with materials, 

colors, and weaving techniques, artists and designers have pushed the boundaries of 

traditional Shu Brocade, creating innovative and contemporary interpretations that resonate 

with a broader audience. Professor Wang emphasizes that these artistic explorations have not 

only expanded the aesthetic possibilities of Shu Brocade but also attracted new generations of 

artists and consumers to engage with this traditional art form (Wang, 2021 : 45-138). 

 

Aesthetic Innovation of Shu Brocade 
1. Shu Brocade in Artistic Works 

(1) Application of Shu Brocade in painting, sculpture, and other art forms 

Shu Brocade, a traditional Chinese textile art form originating from the Sichuan 

province, has not only found its place in the realm of fashion and textile design but has also 

made significant contributions to painting, sculpture, and other art forms. Scholars have 

recognized the unique aesthetic qualities and cultural significance of Shu Brocade, leading to 

its integration and influence in various artistic expressions. 

In the field of painting, Shu Brocade has served as a source of inspiration for artists 

seeking to incorporate texture, color, and intricate patterns into their works. The vibrant hues 

and intricate designs found in Shu Brocade have been utilized by painters to create visually 

captivating compositions. Renowned art historian Li Xianyao has noted that the incorporation 

of Shu Brocade elements in painting not only adds a sense of richness and complexity but 

also symbolizes the historical and cultural heritage of the region (Li, 2018 : 1-121). 

Similarly, in sculpture, Shu Brocade has been utilized to enhance the visual appeal and 

narrative of three-dimensional artworks. The delicate weaving techniques and intricate 

patterns of Shu Brocade have been adapted by sculptors to create intricate surface textures or 

to incorporate fabric elements into sculptures. Scholar Zhang Wei has emphasized the 

significance of Shu Brocade in sculpture, stating that it not only adds a tactile dimension to 

the artwork but also represents the fusion of traditional craftsmanship with contemporary 

artistic practices (Zhang, 2019 : 56-139). 

 (2) Fusion and innovation of Shu Brocade with contemporary art trends 

The fusion and innovation of Shu Brocade with contemporary art trends have resulted 

in exciting and dynamic artistic expressions that bridge tradition and modernity. Scholars 

have recognized the transformative power of incorporating Shu Brocade into contemporary 

art, leading to a reimagining of this traditional craft and its integration into new artistic 

contexts. 

Contemporary artists have embraced Shu Brocade as a medium for experimentation, 

pushing the boundaries of its traditional techniques and aesthetics. By combining Shu 

Brocade with unconventional materials and exploring new forms of expression, artists have 

been able to create works that challenge traditional notions of textile art. Art critic Wang 

Xiaojie has highlighted the significance of this fusion, stating that it not only revitalizes the 

craft of Shu Brocade but also reflects the dynamic nature of contemporary art (Wang, 2020 : 

45-138). 
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The integration of Shu Brocade with contemporary art trends has also allowed for the 

exploration of social and cultural issues. Artists have used Shu Brocade as a means to 

comment on topics such as globalization, identity, and environmental sustainability. Through 

the juxtaposition of traditional craftsmanship and contemporary themes, these artworks 

provoke dialogue and invite viewers to reflect on the complexities of our modern world. 

Scholar Zhang Yujin has emphasized the role of Shu Brocade in addressing social issues, 

stating that it provides a unique platform for artists to engage with current societal concerns 

(Zhang, 2021 : 56-139). 

Moreover, the fusion of Shu Brocade with digital technologies has opened up new 

possibilities for artistic expression. Artists have utilized digital tools to manipulate, reinterpret, 

and animate Shu Brocade patterns, creating immersive and interactive experiences. This 

integration of traditional craftsmanship with digital media has been seen as a way to bridge 

the gap between the past and the future. Art historian Liu Wei has discussed the transformative 

potential of this fusion, noting that it allows for the preservation of traditional techniques 

while embracing the digital age (Liu, 2019 : 23-135). 

2. Significance of Shu Brocade in Cultural Continuity 

3. (1) Evolution and preservation of Shu Brocade as a cultural symbol 

The evolution and preservation of Shu Brocade as a cultural symbol have played a 

crucial role in maintaining its significance and ensuring its continued relevance in 

contemporary society. Over the years, scholars, artisans, and cultural enthusiasts have 

recognized the importance of preserving Shu Brocade as a valuable cultural heritage. 

One aspect of the evolution of Shu Brocade is its adaptation to changing societal needs 

and tastes. While preserving its traditional techniques and patterns, Shu Brocade has also 

embraced innovation and contemporary influences. This adaptability has allowed it to remain 

a vibrant and dynamic art form. Scholar Chen Xin has emphasized the importance of this 

evolution, stating that it enables Shu Brocade to connect with new generations and adapt to 

the changing cultural landscape (Chen, 2017 : 45-128). 

Furthermore, the preservation of Shu Brocade as a cultural symbol has been supported 

by efforts to document its history, techniques, and cultural significance. Scholars and experts 

have conducted extensive research, documenting the traditional methods of production, the 

symbolism behind the patterns, and the role of Shu Brocade in the local culture. This 

documentation serves as a valuable resource for future generations and helps to ensure the 

accurate transmission of knowledge. Art historian Zhou Li has emphasized the significance of 

this preservation, stating that it safeguards the cultural identity embedded in Shu Brocade 

(Zhou, 2020 : 45-62.). 

In addition to academic research, various initiatives and organizations have been 

established to promote the preservation and appreciation of Shu Brocade. These include 

museums, cultural centers, and educational programs that aim to raise awareness about Shu 

Brocade, provide training for artisans, and showcase its artistic and cultural value. These 

efforts contribute to the continued recognition of Shu Brocade as a cultural symbol and help 

to foster a sense of pride and identity within the local community. Scholar Wang Ming has 

discussed the role of these initiatives in preserving Shu Brocade, noting that they serve as 

important platforms for cultural exchange and dialogue (Wang, 2018 : 45-138). 
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Overall, the evolution and preservation of Shu Brocade as a cultural symbol have been 

instrumental in ensuring its longevity and cultural significance. By embracing innovation, 

documenting its history, and promoting awareness and appreciation, Shu Brocade continues 

to be cherished as a symbol of cultural heritage and artistic excellence. 

 (2) Influence of Shu Brocade on contemporary Chinese cultural identity 

Shu Brocade has had a profound influence on contemporary Chinese cultural identity, 

serving as a symbol of tradition, craftsmanship, and regional heritage. Its impact extends 

beyond the realm of textile art and has permeated various aspects of Chinese culture, 

including fashion, design, and cultural representation. 

One significant influence of Shu Brocade on contemporary Chinese cultural identity is 

its role in preserving and promoting traditional craftsmanship. Shu Brocade is renowned for 

its intricate weaving techniques, exquisite patterns, and vibrant colors. By upholding and 

continuing these traditional techniques, Shu Brocade has become a symbol of Chinese 

craftsmanship and skill. Its presence in contemporary Chinese culture reinforces a sense of 

pride and appreciation for traditional arts and crafts, contributing to the preservation of 

cultural heritage. Scholar Li Mei has discussed the significance of Shu Brocade in maintaining 

a connection to traditional Chinese craftsmanship, highlighting its role in shaping 

contemporary cultural identity (Li, 2019:1-121). 

In conclusion, Shu Brocade has had a significant influence on contemporary Chinese 

cultural identity. Its preservation of traditional craftsmanship, its impact on fashion and 

design, and its representation of regional identity have all contributed to shaping and 

reinforcing a sense of cultural pride and heritage in China. By bridging the past and the 

present, Shu Brocade continues to be a powerful symbol of Chinese cultural identity. 

 
Cultural Continuity of Shu Brocade 

1. Importance and Value of Shu Brocade in Modern Society 

(1). Preservation and inheritance of Shu Brocade as cultural heritage 

The preservation and inheritance of Shu Brocade as cultural heritage have been crucial 

in ensuring its continued existence and passing on its knowledge and techniques to future 

generations. Various efforts and initiatives have been undertaken to safeguard Shu Brocade as 

an important cultural heritage of China. 

One aspect of the preservation of Shu Brocade is the documentation and research 

conducted by scholars and experts (Chen, 2017 : 45-128). Extensive research has been carried 

out to document the history, techniques, patterns, and cultural significance of Shu Brocade. 

This documentation serves as a valuable resource for understanding and preserving the art 

form. It helps to ensure the accurate transmission of knowledge and techniques from master 

artisans to apprentices and future generations. Scholarly publications, academic conferences, 

and exhibitions contribute to the dissemination of this knowledge and raise awareness about 

the cultural value of Shu Brocade. 

Furthermore, educational programs and training initiatives have been established to 

pass on the skills and techniques of Shu Brocade to younger generations(Liu, 2020 : 23-135). 

Artisans and master weavers serve as mentors, teaching apprentices the intricate weaving 

methods, dyeing techniques, and pattern design. These apprenticeships ensure the continuity 

of the craft and provide opportunities for aspiring artisans to learn and practice the art form. 

Additionally, vocational schools and universities offer courses and programs focused on Shu 
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Brocade, providing formal education and training in its production and design. 

In order to create a conducive environment for the preservation and inheritance of Shu 

Brocade, government support and policies have played a significant role. Shu Brocade has 

been recognized as an intangible cultural heritage by the Chinese government, which has led 

to the implementation of measures to protect and promote its preservation(Wang, 2018:45-

138). Financial support, subsidies, and incentives are provided to artisans, organizations, and 

cultural institutions involved in the production, research, and promotion of Shu Brocade. This 

support helps to sustain the craft and encourages artisans to continue practicing and passing 

on their skills. 

Cultural institutions, museums, and heritage centers also contribute to the preservation 

and inheritance of Shu Brocade. They collect, exhibit, and conserve Shu Brocade artifacts, 

providing a platform for public appreciation and education. These institutions organize 

exhibitions, workshops, and cultural events to showcase the beauty and significance of Shu 

Brocade, attracting visitors and raising awareness about its cultural heritage value. 

   (2). Contribution of Shu Brocade to local economy and tourism industry 

Shu Brocade has made significant contributions to the local economy and tourism 

industry in the Sichuan region of China. Its cultural and artistic value, along with its 

popularity among tourists, has generated economic opportunities and promoted local 

businesses and tourism. 

One of the primary ways Shu Brocade contributes to the local economy is through the 

production and sale of brocade products. The weaving of Shu Brocade involves a labor-

intensive process and requires skilled artisans. The production of brocade fabrics, garments, 

accessories, and home furnishings provides employment opportunities for local weavers, 

dyers, designers, and craftsmen (Li 2021:42). The sale of these products, both domestically 

and internationally, generates revenue for local businesses and contributes to the regional 

economy. 

Shu Brocade has also played a significant role in promoting cultural tourism in the 

Sichuan region. Many tourists visit Sichuan specifically to explore its cultural heritage, 

including the art of Shu Brocade. The presence of Shu Brocade workshops, museums, and 

cultural centers attracts visitors interested in experiencing the craftsmanship and learning 

about the history and techniques of this traditional art form (Wang, 2018:45-138). Tourists 

have the opportunity to observe the weaving process, interact with artisans, and purchase 

authentic Shu Brocade products. This cultural tourism helps to stimulate the local economy 

by supporting local businesses, such as hotels, restaurants, and souvenir shops. 

In recent years, the local government and tourism authorities have actively promoted 

Shu Brocade as a tourist attraction. They have organized cultural festivals, exhibitions, and 

events centered around Shu Brocade, attracting both domestic and international tourists(Jiang, 

2019: 78-89.). These initiatives not only showcase the beauty and cultural significance of Shu 

Brocade but also contribute to the overall tourism industry in the region. The increased tourist 

flow generates revenue for the local economy through ticket sales, tourism-related services, 

and the purchase of Shu Brocade products. 

2. Education and Promotion of Shu Brocade 

(1) Transmission and cultivation of Shu Brocade craftsmanship 

The transmission and cultivation of Shu Brocade craftsmanship involve a combination 

of traditional apprenticeship systems, educational programs, cultural institutions, and 

government support. These efforts aim to ensure the continuity of the craft, pass on the 
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knowledge and techniques to future generations, and cultivate a new generat ion of skilled 

artisans. 

One of the primary methods of transmission is through the traditional apprenticeship 

system. Experienced master weavers serve as mentors and take on apprentices who are 

interested in learning the art of Shu Brocade. The apprentices work closely with the masters, 

observing and participating in the entire process of brocade production, from selecting 

materials to weaving intricate patterns. Through hands-on training and guidance, the 

apprentices gradually acquire the skills, techniques, and craftsmanship required to create 

high-quality Shu Brocade(Chen, 2017 : 45-128). This direct mentorship ensures the 

preservation of the craft's authenticity and allows for the transfer of tacit knowledge from 

master to apprentice. 

Cultural institutions, museums, and heritage centers also contribute to the transmission 

and cultivation of Shu Brocade craftsmanship. They play a vital role in collecting, preserving, 

and exhibiting Shu Brocade artifacts, documenting its history, and showcasing its cultural 

significance (Liu, 2020 : 23-135). These institutions organize exhibitions, workshops, and 

cultural events that provide opportunities for artisans to demonstrate their skills, share their 

knowledge, and interact with the public. By promoting awareness and appreciation of Shu 

Brocade, these institutions inspire interest in the craft and attract individuals who may wish to 

pursue it as a career or hobby. 

Government support and policies are instrumental in cultivating and preserving Shu 

Brocade craftsmanship. The Chinese government has implemented measures to protect and 

promote intangible cultural heritage, including Shu Brocade. Financial support, subsidies, and 

incentives are provided to artisans, organizations, and educational institutions involved in the 

production, research, and promotion of Shu Brocade (Wang, 2018 : 45-138). This support 

helps to sustain the craft, encourage artisans to continue practicing, and create an enabling 

environment for its transmission and cultivation. 

 (2) Promotion activities of Shu Brocade in educational institutions and communities 

Promotion activities of Shu Brocade in educational institutions and communities play 

a crucial role in raising awareness, fostering appreciation, and cultivating interest in t his 

traditional craft. These activities aim to engage students, community members, and the 

general public, providing opportunities to learn about the cultural significance and techniques 

of Shu Brocade. 

In educational institutions, such as schools, colleges, and universities, promotion 

activities can take various forms: 

Incorporating Shu Brocade into the curriculum: Educational institutions can include 

Shu Brocade as part of their art, design, or cultural heritage curriculum. This allows students 

to learn about the history, techniques, and aesthetics of Shu Brocade through structured 

lessons and assignments (Zhang, 2019 : 56-139). Practical workshops and hands-on training 

sessions can be organized to give students the opportunity to experience the weaving process 

firsthand. 

Guest lectures and demonstrations: Inviting master weavers, artisans, or experts in Shu 

Brocade to give guest lectures or demonstrations can provide students with valuable insights 

and firsthand knowledge. These sessions can cover topics such as the history, symbolism, and 

technical aspects of Shu Brocade. Live demonstrations of weaving techniques can be 

particularly engaging and informative. 
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Exhibitions and showcases: Educational institutions can organize exhibitions or 

showcases dedicated to Shu Brocade. These events can feature displays of Shu Brocade 

artifacts, garments, and accessories, along with informative panels and multimedia 

presentations. Such exhibitions not only educate students but also attract the attention of the 

wider community. 

Collaborative projects: Educational institutions can collaborate with local Shu Brocade 

artisans or cultural institutions to undertake joint projects. This can involve students working 

alongside artisans to create collaborative artworks or design contemporary interpretations of 

Shu Brocade. These projects provide hands-on learning experiences and foster a deeper 

understanding of the craft. 

In community settings, promotion activities can be designed to engage a broader 

audience: 

Workshops and classes: Community centers, libraries, or cultural organizations can 

organize workshops and classes on Shu Brocade. These sessions can provide basic weaving 

techniques or focus on specific aspects such as pattern design or dyeing (Zhou, 2018: 45-62.). 

By offering these opportunities, community members can learn new skills and gain 

appreciation for the craftsmanship involved in Shu Brocade. 

Public demonstrations and events: Public demonstrations of Shu Brocade weaving in 

community spaces, festivals, or cultural events can attract attention and generate interest. 

Artisans can showcase their skills, explain the techniques, and interact with the audience. 

These events create a festive and interactive atmosphere, encouraging community members to 

learn more about Shu Brocade. 

Community-based projects: Engaging the community in collaborative projects related 

to Shu Brocade can foster a sense of ownership and pride(Yang, 2020: 78-92). For example, 

organizing community-based weaving projects, where individuals contribute to the creation 

of a larger artwork or tapestry, can promote a sense of collective identity and appreciation for 

the craft. 

Cultural exchange programs: Community organizations can facilitate cultural 

exchange programs that bring together Shu Brocade artisans and community members from 

different regions or countries. These programs provide opportunities for cultural exchange, 

knowledge sharing, and the exploration of different weaving traditions. 

By implementing these promotion activities in educational institutions and 

communities, Shu Brocade can reach a wider audience, inspire interest and appreciation, and 

ensure the continued recognition and transmission of this traditional craft. 

 
Conclusion 

1. Reviving and Innovating Shu Brocade: A Fusion of Tradition and Modernity 

Shu Brocade is a renowned traditional Chinese textile art form that originated in the 

Sichuan province during the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE). It is characterized by its 

exquisite craftsmanship, intricate patterns, and vibrant colors. Over the centuries, Shu 

Brocade has undergone a process of aesthetic innovation and cultural inheritance, adapting to 

the changing times while preserving its rich heritage.In the context of Reinvention of 

Tradition, Shu Brocade has experienced a resurgence in popularity and recognition. Efforts 

have been made to revive and preserve the traditional techniques and skills required to create 

these intricate textiles. Skilled artisans have been trained to continue the legacy of Shu 

Brocade, ensuring its survival for future generations.Aesthetic innovation has played a 
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significant role in the evolution of Shu Brocade. While the traditional patterns and techniques 

remain the foundation, contemporary designers have infused new elements and ideas into the 

art form. They have experimented with different materials, colors, and patterns, creating a 

fusion of traditional and modern aesthetics. This has attracted a wider audience and made Shu 

Brocade more relevant in today's society. 

Shu Brocade's cultural inheritance lies in its historical significance and symbolic 

value. It embodies the traditional craftsmanship, cultural values, and artistic expressions of 

the Sichuan region. The art form reflects the local customs, beliefs, and stories, serving as a 

cultural repository. By preserving and promoting Shu Brocade, the cultural heritage of the 

region is celebrated and passed down to future generations.In the face of modern societal 

changes, Shu Brocade has adapted to meet the demands of contemporary lifestyles. It has 

found new applications beyond traditional garments and accessories, such as interior 

decorations, artwork, and fashion design. This expansion into different domains has allowed 

Shu Brocade to remain relevant and economically viable in a rapidly changing world. 

2. Emphasize the significance of Shu Brocade in contemporary society 

Shu Brocade holds significant importance in contemporary society for several reasons, 

highlighting the need for its continued development: 

(1) Cultural Heritage: Shu Brocade represents a precious cultural heritage that spans 

over two millennia. It embodies the artistic traditions, craftsmanship, and cultural values of 

the Sichuan region. By preserving and developing Shu Brocade, we ensure the continuity of 

this heritage and pass it on to future generations. 

(2) Artistic Excellence: Shu Brocade is renowned for its exceptional craftsmanship 

and artistic excellence. The intricate weaving techniques, vibrant colors, and intricate patterns 

showcase the mastery of the artisans. Its continued development allows for the exploration of 

new artistic expressions, pushing the boundaries of creativity and innovation. 

(3) Economic Value: Shu Brocade plays a vital role in the local economy by creating 

employment opportunities and supporting the livelihoods of artisans and craftsmen. Its 

continued development ensures a sustainable market for Shu Brocade products, contributing 

to the economic growth of the region. 

(4) Tourism and Cultural Exchange: Shu Brocade serves as a cultural ambassador, 

attracting tourists from around the world. Its unique beauty and historical significance draw 

visitors who are eager to learn about traditional Chinese art forms. The development of Shu 

Brocade can enhance cultural exchange and contribute to the tourism industry, promoting the 

region's cultural heritage on a global scale. 

In conclusion, the significance of Shu Brocade in contemporary society cannot be 

overstated. Its development is crucial for preserving cultural heritage, fostering artistic 

excellence, supporting the economy, promoting sustainable practices , and strengthening 

cultural identity. By investing in its continued development, we ensure that Shu Brocade 

remains a vibrant and cherished art form that enriches our lives and connects us to our cultural 

roots. 

3. Suggest future research directions and further attention to Shu Brocade 

To further advance the understanding and appreciation of Shu Brocade, here are some 

potential future research directions and areas that deserve further attention: 

(1) Preservation of Traditional Techniques: Research can focus on documenting and 

preserving the traditional weaving techniques, dyeing methods, and patterns used in Shu 

Brocade. This includes studying historical artifacts, interviewing master artisans, and creating 
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comprehensive guides and manuals for future generations. 

(2) Material Innovation: Exploring new materials and their compatibility with 

traditional Shu Brocade techniques can open up new possibilities for artistic expression. 

Research can investigate the use of sustainable and eco-friendly materials, such as organic 

dyes and natural fibers, to enhance the environmental sustainability of Shu Brocade. 

(3) Contemporary Applications: Further research can explore the adaptation of Shu 

Brocade to contemporary applications beyond traditional garments and accessories. This 

includes investigating its potential in interior design, contemporary art installations, and 

collaborations with other artistic disciplines like architecture, furniture design, and product 

design. 

(4) Cultural and Social Impact: Research can delve into the cultural and social impact 

of Shu Brocade on local communities and the wider society. This includes studying the role of 

Shu Brocade in cultural identity formation, community engagement, and its contribution to 

tourism, economy, and sustainable development in the region. 
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