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Abstracts

This research aimed to study the needs for soft skills development in student teachers,
using a mixed methods approach. The quantitative research method was utilized to examine
the needs for soft skills development by using the dual-response format questionnaire. The
sample group was 343 First Year student teachers selected by the stratified random sampling.
Collected data were analyzed with mean, standard deviation (S.D.), and PNlImodified. The
qualitative research method was utilized to study the needs for soft skills development by using
the interview form. Informants were 12 First Year student teachers, derived by purposive
sampling. Collected data were analyzed with the content analysis approach. The quantitative
research results demonstrated that the mean of the actual condition of soft skills of student
teachers was lower than the expected condition. When considering the needs ranking by aspect,
the aspect that highly required development was critical thinking and problem-solving
(PNImodified = 0.340), followed by communication (PNImodifieds = 0.252), and leadership
(PNImodified = 0.234), respectively. It was in line with the qualitative research results discovering
that the soft skills level of student teachers in the current condition was not adequate for
operations within the teacher profession context. It required additional development, especially
analytical thinking and problem-solving because they were complex and crucial skills for living
in the current society that needed to be enhanced via the learning or experience for efficient
analytical thinking and problem-solving level and strategy.

Keywords: Soft Skills; Student Teachers; Needs Assessment
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