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Abstract

This study employed a mixed-methods research design, comprising two phases.
Phase 1: A quantitative study aimed to investigate the factors affecting Thai students’ participation
in the Ordinary National Educational Testing (O-NET) and assess the levels of students' willingness
to take the O-NET. The sample consisted of 579 students from grades 6, 9, and 12 under the
supervision of the Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC) in academic year 2024,
distributed among five regions. The tool used was a questionnaire, with data analyzed by using
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and stepwise multiple regression analysis. Phase
2: A qualitative study aimed to identify methods to motivate and encourage students to participate
in the O-NET and examine factors and conditions for enhancing the effectiveness of test
administration for Thai students. Key informants included five groups: administrators, teachers or
test coordinators, and students from grades 6, 9, and 12, totaling 85 participants. The data
collection tools were interview guidelines. Content analysis was employed for data analysis.
Research results showed that in Phase 1 revealed that the key factors affecting participation in the
O-NET included: students’ recognition of the importance and benefits of the O-NET, and the
support provided by school administrators, teachers, and parents. Predictive analysis by
educational level showed that the predictive power was 56.1% for Grade 6 students, 41.5% for
Grade 9 students, and 49.9% for Grade 12 students. Additionally, the level of students” willingness
to participate in the O-NET was found to be highest among Grade 6 students, followed by high
levels among Grade 9 students, and moderate levels among Grade 12 students. In Phase 2, three
approaches were identified to motivate and encourage students’ participation: 1) Raising awareness
of essentialities and utility of the O-NET results. 2) Academic and personal readiness preparing
students for the O-NET, and 3) Providing incentives to encourage students’ participation. Factors
and conditions for enhancing test administration efficiency included four key sources: Supporting

from administrators, teachers, parents, and schools.

Keywords: Factors Affecting Students’ Participation Testing, the Ordinary National Educational
Testing
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