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IFLA/Unesco PRE - SESSION SEMINAR
LIBRARY WORK FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS
LEIPZIG, 10 - 15 August 1981.

EXPERIENCES IN PROMOTING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
THROUGH PARENTS, TEACHERS, LIBRARIANS,
AND PRODUCERS OF CHILDREN'S BOCKS

By

Somboon SINGKAMANAN
Lecturer in Library Science
Srinakharinwirot University
Bangkok, THAILAND

Introduction

In asking me to participatc in this IFLA/Unesco Pre-Session Seminar,
IFLA suggested that I write a paper on my exXperiences in training
teachers and librarians to write -bocoks for children. Accordingly,
in this paper 1 will present ideas, courses of action, and outcome
of my work as well as other experiences related to bringing books

to children. All efforts, devotion, perseverance and sacrifice have
been borne together with students and colleagues.

Enteringbthe Children’s Book World

After graduating from college 1 started my work as a rural teacher.

I also served as the school librarian, for no other teachers felt
they could do the job. This is how I began to see the need for
children®s books. In 1973 I joined Srinakharinwirot University as

a librarian and a lecturer in library science and have been teaching
library science up to the present time. I have been able to carry
on my interest in children's books by teaching children's literature,
a required course for undergraduate students majoring in elementary
education, and an elective course for graduate students in library
science, as well as, for students in other fields.

1(13)
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An Overview of the General Situnation Gnd Prcblems Deallng with
Children's Literature ™

1. Reading smong Children. Thai children in general from the metro-
politan suburbs toc the rural areas rarely have oppbr;unities to read
before entering school. And even when in school, unfortunately, often
the only reading materials available, scem to be textbook, which chil-
dren must digest whether interestingly presented or not. After elamen=
tary schooling the copportunity for reeding is very slight, exdept for
those who go on to secondery schools. For this reason, children who
drop out of schocl lapse into illiteracy for lack of reading materials
even for the daily newspapers. The chance of finding useful books is
rare or none. Inexpensive books, that may enter the villages are citen
of low quality, unsuitable for the children both in content and. format.
These books reach people in town and rural areas because they are cheap
as well as sensational. #hen books sell well, they are produced in
large quantities bringing the price per book down.

In contrast, good books are expensive, and few children can afford to
purchase them, @ven if they have to sacrifice their lunch money.
Parents who can afford to buy books for their children are not g#eat
in number. Z&mong this group many of them do not know what to buy and
where to buy. The probiem of getting- children to read widely becomes
complex when parents or adults feel that children need only tgxtbooks
and supplementhry readers and nothing more. :

&s far as picture booke for preschool children are ﬂoncerned many
people think that they are only for reading, and as long as their
children are, too young to read, they will not thlnk of buying books
for them, much less exposing them to books.

2, Childrén‘é Library Services A view of activities of various
kinds undertaken by libraries in Thailand may show you efforts that
are bLlng made to encourage ch;ldr;n to road books.

Public library. The biggest public library in Thailand is the
Naticnal Library. Wnile it doesn't have a Children’s Books section
as generally organized in public libraries in developed countries,
it has devisged alternatives. The llbrary,rclle out book trucks of
children's books to its lobbies during weekends., Children's stage
performances are arranged in the library conferénce room occasional-
ly along with programmes for adults. Branches of the Natlonal
Library are located in few bkig cities, and yet do not have similar
children's book services, perhaps for lack of staff. The smallest

L 2(13)
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units, town and district libraries, have limited collections and
often are in the charge of porsons whu nove had no proper training

in providing library services. These people are not in the position
to organize activities -to promote reading. Thus libreries are
generally for .adults. There sometimos is available a small number

of -children’s bocks, but in general children have to cope with books .
for adult readers. With regard to public iibraries, it is noteworthy
to mention that there are some public libraries among those menticned
which provide good services for children hecause of dedicated llbra~
riansg whe are Jdevoted to their work and sacrifice their time, and
even personal money to put library projects through. There are also
some private iibraries, such as the Mstropolitan Bank run library .
programme for. the children of their clients.

~Institutional Libraries. The best libraries are university libraries,
" followed by libraries in colleges and secondary schools. The poorest
libraries are to be found in elementary schools. This means that
there may be nc libraries at all in some schools; or there could be
libraries in name but be. just storage corners of old and discarded
textbooks. There may-alsc be just reading areas for pupils without
any fresh materials added to shelves for lack of budget for main-
taining the collection,

Some schools have libraries, but the curriculum planned for schools
docs not alweys encourage teachers and students to use librarvies.

The teaching methods used in  schools confine pupils to their own °
classrooms all day. They are not provided time to go to the library.
The children come to school just a little before it starts, and then
hurry immediately home when class is over. A&bove all, in such -
schoolg, there are no trained librarians who can make these libra- -
ries function properly. )

As to libraries and reading activities for preschool children, in
general, there is only cne government kindergarten in each province,
and located in the town or city centre., There are some private
kindergarteng, but all are situated in towns. Preschool education
for children in Thailand is new, and has just lbcen seriously ‘ccn--
sidered within the past few years, perhaps as more and more women
are compelled to work outside for economic reasons. The idea to
bring books to children while they are still unable to read is new.
A great number of people consider a book useful only for those who |
can read, The fact that a book can convey useful messages and
enjoyable hours ¢of entertainment through pictures has not been
fully graspzd by parents, teachers and even producers of books.

3(13)
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3. Children's Book Production. The situation is still in its infant
stage. There are few writers, few illustrators, few publishers and
distributors, few buyers, and likewisc few recaders of children's ma-
terials,  If we have to consider in detail.the problems of each grcup
mentioned above, we will find there are many difficulties each sector
must- contend with to be. However, while all groups make excuses, the
children appear to be the main lcsers. 2nd thus in a sense, all
adults - parents, teachers, librarians, book producers and losers for
having children less rich in quality of ﬂlnd and outloock in life, for
lack of inadequate mental nocurishment,

Stlmulatlng University Students tc Entexr the Children's Book World

In my teaching of children's literature for several years, the

challenge tc do more than just lecturxc on children's books confronted
me. I felt thaet my students and I could paly an active role in con-=
tributing to the world of children®s books :

t is very fovtunate that Srinakharinwirot University Library, at its
main campus has a collection of excallent children's books. hlthough
most of the bocks are those published in Europe and Morth Mmerica,
titles have also been acquired from Japan, the Philippines and other
neigbouring countries. This collection has grown since the establish-
ment of the University. The collection was ﬁrimarily set up for
teachers-and librarians-in-~training., However, the collection became
multi-purposed when the children of the demonstration school and the
children of the faculty members discovered the collection and hegan
making use of it without need for invitation or coercion. The actual
use of the collection by young readers for whom the bocks are in-.
tended provides an excellent and ideal opportunity for the library -
science and education students taking the Chiléren's Literature
Course to observe how children read and use Looks. Our activities:
axe as follows:

1. Rgadlng for Chlldrcn. The activities start from the lecturer,
myself, reading all books first, after which the students are
required to read as many books as possible throughout the semester.
The need to read as many books and commit them to nemory is necces-
sary, for the opportunity to read these books later thn out in the
field is very scarce; when the students teach or work in schools -
that do nct have llgrarles, thsy have to serve as "living librarieg®
passing on the word by mouth. They are human books. Evidence shows
that the students not only read children‘’s books with much interest
but read them with as much pleasure as a child would. In reading

4{13)
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each book the student has to make annotations, or book reviews and
book talks. This exercise familiarises students with good books
for children. They can see what children®s books around the world
have in common, as well as how children’s books help children to
appreciate different cultures. .The students also study writing
styles, and learn many techniques for presenting ideas from out~-
standing books. They can also compare books of many countries with
Thai children’s books, and exchange ideas during class sessions.

2, Thai Translation for English Childrenfs Books. As has been
earlicr menticned, Srinaekharinwirot Urniversity Library has a ccllec-
tion of children's books in English, for muti-purpose use. To ena-
ble our Thai children to use this collection, captions or transla-
tions in Thai are written on slips of paper and attached over the
English version in flap-wise fashion. This makes it still possible
to read thé English version. This work is the responsibility of the
students of the Children's Literature Course. To translate from
English into Thai, even for easy book, is not an easy job as the
translation does not often involve direct translation, but involves
putting ideas, thoughts, feelings even facts in to the Thai sense in
orxrder to be understood and appreciated by Thai children which is an
art in itself. This assignment requires students to read and under-
stand the whole text before translations are made. Students at the .
same time learn styles of writing and language usage. '

As nearly 'all our English lenguage children's books have Thai trans-
lations attached to the pages, these books are enjoyed by children
who can read without any language barrier. We find that even our
university students readily read the Thai ceptions. Thai transla-
tion of English language children's books make it possible for our
Thai readers to have access to the ideas in children's bocks from
around the world, especially prized and well-loved books.

3. Writing from Oral Literature. There are many folk tales that
have been told in many versions, and in most cases the stories relate
to morals and ethics in traditional ways. My students, as part of
their assigmment, collect local folk tales in their own localities,
and write them in such a way that they are understandable to children
in this contamporary society. The stories' are compiled intc hook
form with illustrations, and are made simple in order that they can
be reproduced for local use. This activity creates a collection of
folk tales with different versions of the same stories from different
perts of the country. Publishers have taken an interest in these
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compilations and have published guite a number of titles, just as
they have done for new stories.

In teaching college students to collect thcse folk tales, when they
become teachers or teacher librarians they. can also ask the children
to do the same,  in so doing, the children learn:to appreciate things
close tc them and become proud of their own culture, Surprisingly
enough, scme good story-tellers or writers are dlscovered among. the
¢hildren.

4. Testing Children's Books. In order to have students test what
they have read, translated, or adapted, they are assigned to go out
to read or tell their stories to children, as well as encourage
children to read by themselves. The students are able to study
reading interests of children and to practice organizing reading
aétivities.r The experimental groups are usually children in‘the
immediately vicinity; they may be their own children, neighbours’®
children,; pupils of some schocls in their localities, or pupils

from the university demonstration schocl. As a result of this
exercise many students discover that they have a gift for story-
telling. . Many students beccme active teachers or teacher-librarians
who organize reading activities for children. The main benefit of
this exercise, however, is the opportunity to test the stories
written by the students at the end of the' course. :

5. Writing for Children. The experiancc given the students, related
earlier, provides the students with background knowledge and.encoura-
gement to create stories by themselves. To enhance this activity of
creating children's books, book professionals - authors, illustrators,
editors, distributors, and book critics are invited to yive special
lectures to the students. Sometimes two=-or three-day writing-work-
shops are organized. Students are réequired to write stories for
children, much as other courses require a term paper. They have to
sulmit their themes and plots for approval., There are demonstration
sessions on writing at different steps. such as selection of themes,
sketching of plots, choosing of characters, and ending, Presentation
of one's story to the class is also required. o to

Most students passing through these stages can write stories without
much - difficulty. Many can write well enough for their work to be,
published. The lecturer edits the stories and forwards the manu-
scripts ‘to the publishers., Almost 2ll manuscripts submitted are
accepted by various publishing houses. The first manuscript was
published in 1978; and by 1980 out of 16 picture books prlnted
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three were prize-winners in the National Book Week competition, A
number of students have bocome authcrs through our courses, and scme
of them have been prize~winning authors from their very first books.
The prize-winning writers have brought = great credit to the Univer-
sity, and mctivation for new students to enrcoll in the Children®s
Literature Ccurse is high.

In 1975 during Wational Book Week, stulenis’ manuscripts were dis-
played for the first time, and drew much attention from the public
and publishers. Such a display is planned zs a part of the course
activities every year.

Stimulating Illustrators for Children Dooks

As students procduce manuscripts, the lecturer may invite students
who majoring in art courses to try to illustrate the stories., These
art students naturally work closely with the students who write the
stories. This is one way to create book illustrators for which no
training in Thailand has been initiated hefore. BAs a result of this
practice, ong art student who has worked closely with the lecturer
since he was in the first year of college has illustrated many books
written Ly the students and the lecturer., He has learned to draw’
illustrations that appeal both to children and to publishers who
immediately choose the bocks he illustrates for publishing. He is
now a renowned illustrator of bocks and is an illustrator of a well-
known publisher of children's book. Illustrating books has become
his profession.

Books for thé Children Project ' -

To enccurage students to write stories, to illustrate, and to make
all efforts to publish their works is seen as one way to increase

the number of good books for children. And when books became availa-
ble, programme and.activities have to be organized to promote reading
among children. VYoung readers are oftem at a loss in selecting
worthwhile reacding materials. They mzy not know what to read or may
lack the encouragement and mctivation to do so. They may also be
hindered by the lack of financial resources to buy bocks, or live in
areas wheré good Looks are not avilable. For this reason, "BGoks for
the Children Project” was initiated in 1979 (during the International
Year of the Child). The project goals and objectives are to- select
and distribute recreational and informational books of guality content
to libraries in rural communities and schools lacking the funds to
obtain them. It is assumed that access to interesting reading ma-
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&
72 IgaAITUIsuEng paian 2524



terials will instill a2 love for reading and will develop creative-
ness in the child.

The funding of the project is through contributions by organizakions
and in u1v1duala who see the worth of the idea. During the first year
we receivod over $ 5,000, The fund enabled the project to provide
sets of 20 titles each of guality books te¢ 700 rural elementary
schools througheut the country. Decausc <f the enthusiasm on the
part of the recipient schools and those lnvolved in the project,

we ara carrylng on cur activities.

In 1980 we sent a follow-up second set of Locks to the first 300
schools and the basic sats of books to an additional 200 schools
and ‘scme special sets of books to preschool centres. The number

of recxplbnt schools has been reduced with the jinitiation of a
"Rotating Dook Boxes" programme. The Programme has been set up
because we have learned from experience that while our sets of
books are very small in number, they are very useful to the schocls
which have received them., Requests come to us from neighbouring
schddls fer the same set, so it was decided to make a bigger set
for groupq of 5 - 6 schools in the sane area Each bex contains
250 titles of recreational and infurmaticnal uookf suitable for
el;mentary school children. The box itself can be used as a book=~
shelf. The box is loaned to a group of schools te rotate amonyg
_themselves. Local charity clubs, such as the Lions and Rotary
Clubs are cncouraged to have ‘Rotating Book Boxes' as a part of
their own activities, and also to help start home libraries for
individuals. ngnty boxes have been provided as a pilot.programme..
Both private and govermment organizations have taken interest in
this programme. The campaign is to be intensified through the year
1981, together with sending small sets to as many schools as funds
will allow. :

\

Children's Literature Show Case .

In 1979 while I was teaching the Children’g Literature Course at

the Master's Degree level, I originated the Children‘’s Literature
Show Case. The main purpose was. to include it as fieldwork ex-
perience for my stidents, The students could study children's
reading interests, and practice organizing reading promotion acti-
vities, The preiect included book displays, and bock display cum-
sales, and varidus other activities that are believed to promote
reading among children. The programme was arranged for the first
time in a town far away from Bangkok, and was eagerly lookeg forward
to and received very well both children and adults. '
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This project was launched as a companion proiject to the Books for
the Children Project. This is among the community services of
Srinakharinwircot University that attempts to bring Looks to life.
The cbjectives cf the project are as follows:

1. To provide.young people in rural area with the opportunity to
read informative and interesting reading materials in’ addition
te their school textbocks

2. To provide kncwledye, 1dcas, amusement and enjoyment through
activities that promote the reading hakit.

3. TO create good attitudes and habits in children and young
people with respect to reading.

4. To encourage the dissemination of worthwhile reading material
.ameng children,

+ 5. To introduce and demonstrate trenua Ain reading promotion
activities for children. _

6. To assist in the establishment of school libraries in rural
areas,

The project activities ‘and programme are Jdeveloped in co-operation
with local broups, such as educational institutions, associations
ancd charity groups. The activities include a display of children's
books from varicus publishing -houses, salesz of books at reduced
prices, lectures and discussions of library work, the reading promoe
tion activities- storytelling, storyteiling competitions, puppet
shows, dramatization, drawing and painting competitions. &n out-
standing benefit of this project is the possibility to demonstrate
varicus means of stimulating interest in book reading among different
groups at the same time. They may be parents, teachers, students
from teacher colleges, and educators at the community level. During
1972 and 1980 the project was presented in eleven different rlaces
with the co-operation of various organizations. The programmec is
now going on and is to be known as the 'Programme for Promotion of
Children’s Reading’

The Programme for Promotion of Children's Reading

This programme will be a continuation of the Children®s Literature
Show Case. It will be a community service of Srinakharinwirot Uni-
versity with an attempt tc meet the needs for books among children’
.0f the lower income group Loth in cities and in rural areas. Its
objectives and activities are as follows: '

3(13)
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TO crsate awareness among adults (parents, teachers) of
children's needs for reading materials other than textbouks
and necessity to satisfy such need;

To introduce sultable books for children and to encourage
the bLuilding up of a basic collection for community centre,
village, or home library;

‘To demonstrate varicus means of stimulating interest in book
reading in order to build up groups of reader- animators at

the cammunity level.

The programme activities under this Programme include the follow1nga

1.

Establishing Look collections

Suitable collections of children’s books will be established
mainly those printed in the Thei Language which will be eva-

. luated and graded according to levels of difficulty. A list

cf seiected books will be prepared for distribution. ThO
ba51c collection will consist of apgroxlmately 250 - 300
titles. Encouragement will be given to those who want to.

'1estab115h school likraries, community libraries, and home

libraries,

Studies on reading 1ntercsts and on problems pertaining to

-readership -

Studies on children's interests will be undertaken with the
co-gperaticn of the schools, community centres, and public
libraries. The results of thege ztudies will Le made avila-
ble to publishers and will serve as a guideline for selaction
of children®s books. Studies will alse be made on problems
and cbstacles to reading.

Trzining on reading promotion activities

Workshops will be organized at provincial and community
levels, for school teachers, parents, librarians, and young
literate persons, cn techniques to promote readings.

Reading promotion activities

In ¢o-cperation with interested organizations, reading pro-
- motion dctivities will be organized.  These will include book
- exhibitions, bock exhibition cum-sales, lectures and disciis-

sions on children's literature, book talks, story telling,
dramatisation and -animation, bock quizes, slides and film:
shows. Mass media such as radio- broadcasting and television
will be used to promote reading.

10(13)
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5. Awerds and incentives

Awarde and xecognition will be given tc writers, illustrators
and publishers of children's bocks, Children who read well
will 2 given due recocgniticn.

Wiorkshop cn VWriting for Children

Manuscripts of children's beoks resulting £rom the Children's litera-
ture Course being selected for publication and distribution, and the
success of other related activities gave me confidence to propose a
writing workshop., Thigs workshop was to provide an épportunity for
lecturers of children's literature from cther institutions and authors
with some experience in children‘®s Look production to get together

and write books.

In May 1980, a ten-day workshop on writing for children was conducted
by Srinakharinwirot University with partial financial assistance from
Unesco. The purpose cf the workshop was t¢ acquaint participants with
the knowledge needed to prepare suitable books for children as well as
to train participants to be able to write picture books for children
in the six~to-nine-year-cld age group. Participants were invited from
universities and teachers’' colleges from all over the country. The
free lance writers and former students of the Children‘®s Literature
Course whose manuscripts had been published were alsce invited to
attend,

As a result of this workshop, twenty-seven full-time participants’
were able to successfully complete thoir manuscripts, and as a mat-
ter of fact, most manuscripts were purchased by varicus children's
book publishing houses. The first bock from the workshop was pub-
lished in December 1980 and was a prize winner in the National Book
Weck competition, : '

Srinakharinwirct University was asked toc run a similar workshop
again. We hope to try to hold it once a year.

Book Publishing Programme

Since Srinakharinwirot University realizes that books produced in
Thailand have not met the demand both in kind and quality. There
is a need for simplified books for the semi-literate in the rural
areas, books for out-of-school youth and books for children. For
this reason, the Book Publishing Programme was set up in 19380 to
prepare book personnel to counter the problems. At the initial
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stage it is an optional minor subject for undergraduate students

but later it will-be further developed into a full degree cours;,
and even into the graduate level. Unesco had provided consultation
services 1n'cstﬁlllsh1nﬂ a basic. currlculum. Unesco Reglonal Office
for Dook De velqgment in Asia and the PJle*C had awarded two study
grants to the staff mcmbers who were aSoluﬂ»h to crganize. *he pro-
gramme. The- required courses of the PrOYramme are:- 1ntroguct10n

to book’ publlchlng, book editing, bocok dezign and 1llustratlon,‘
“book printlng book promotion and ulstrlbution, and wrltlng for
publication. Students are 2lso required to chocse’ ‘three ‘of the
elective courses: writing for children and ycuth, wrltlng for new
literates, fiction writing, non-flct_un writing, text book wrltlng,
reading promotion, illustration of children’s buoks, and technology
of hock production. Practicum is also ‘retuired. The programmeé was
started in June 19€1. Thirty atudunts were adn1;ted to the programme .,

Children‘s Reading Development:Assoc atlon of: Thalland (CREDAT)

The projects and programme previously menticned cdmplgméntvéné'
anothEr. They also help to promote the University's objectlves in
mmmm,m%mm,mumnmcmmmwguwua However, in
organizing book activities there are always the accompanying admie
nistrative burdens and obstucles to ¢cope with, Working under
goverrment administratidn is subject to many regulations and pro-
cedures. The work cannot run smoothly and rapidly as what may be
done in private sectors. We among those Laklng part in the book
world, therefcre, are in the preocess of setting up an association,
¢alled "Children's Reading Development Association of Thailand®.

The main purpcse is tc make it a co~crCinating organization working
in relation to reading development and &hildren's literature. The
office is located in the Central Library of Srinakharinwirot Uni-
versity. The 'Books for the Children Prcject’ is also a part of

the work of this Asscciation., The administrative committee members -
will include mostly the staff member of this UnlverSLty who love .
books as well as children, and are willing to devotg their surplus
energy for this Llnu of work.

12(13) |

. .
I5HITUTSUFIAaS aataN 2524 ' 77



Concluding Remarks

I am not ¢oing to summarize what has heen discussed earlier, hut would
like to point out that all activities mentioned were originated fram a
tiny 1little spot, which sparked a chain cof other activities. It was as
though a little candle was lit in complete darkness, but the derkness
was so vast. The attempt is therefore, made to invite others to light
more candles., The more candles there are, the brighter it would he, and
the wider we could see. The things we see inspire and challenge us-to
work contihuously. Also, on the roads we travel, we discover more and
more people with same ideology. They have been working towards the same
goals of enriching the world of children and we hope that in the future
all of this work will link together, because in cooperation there is
strength. '

. Por Thailand it is hoped that the sccpe of work will cover areas where
children can have rich access to reading, and have opportunity.to read
with pleasure and appreciation for their fellow human beings. When these
children.grow up they can walk out of the bright spot to light the
candles in other dark spots. If by any chance, there is n¢ darkness to
brighten, they may as well intensify where there is enough light already,
and make this brightness eternal.

13(13)
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