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Abstract

In this thesis, three objectives were purposely made: (1) to study the history, structure, and
content of Jataka tales in Buddhism, (2) to study the virtues expressed in these tales, and (3) to

analyze their ethical significance. The research adopts a documentary approach, drawing on the

Tipitaka and Jataka Atthakatha (commentaries).

The findings showed that the Jataka tales recount the Buddha’s past lives and the
perfections he cultivated, serving as narratives to transmit virtues through the exemplary conduct of
the Bodhisatta. In particular, the Jataka scripture, comprising over 500 stories known as “ The 500
Jataka Tales,” functions as a key medium for instilling moral values and ethics in youth, presenting

the Bodhisatta as a role model.

The study identifies ten central virtues consistently cultivated by the Bodhisatta: (1) loving-
kindness, (2) sacrifice, (3) gratitude, (4) patience, (5) truthfulness, (6) justice, (7) perseverance, (8)
humility, (9) forgiveness, and (10) generosity. These virtues serve as guidelines for personal

development and for fostering responsible members of society.

An analysis of ten selected tales—Amba Jataka, Durajana Jataka, Sarambha Jataka,
Mahamora Jataka, Pancavudha Jataka, Cﬂlasetthi Jataka, Mahajanaka Jataka, Apalifaka Jataka,
SuvaNasama Jataka, and Matuposaka Gijjha Jataka—highlights key ethical lessons: (1) honesty and
integrity, (2) choosing good friends, (3) mindful negotiation, (4) respect for the righteous, (5)
problem-solving through wisdom, (6) social harmony through altruism, (7) perseverance in life, (8)
discernment of right and wrong, (9) forgiveness as a foundation for coexistence, and (10) filial care

as the essence of ethics and humanity respectively.
Keywords: Virtue, Jataka tales, Jataka commentary, Tipitaka
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