WILAIANDET: HIUNNIDINNNUNTLSTSUITE
A Buddhist Monk as a volunteer: Conflict or not conflict

with the Doctrine and the Discipline (Dhammavinaya)

TN Aunzifisy
Wutthinant kantatian®

Received: November 05, 2021 Revised: December 23, 2021
Accepted: December 26, 2021

UNANED

nzawdruumidlivimihiduineran uazlungunszassiuszavusnmy
winlugasaaiuazaniunisalineg 817 Tlunzgnnds 11ady Jgymdeuds Jgym
n¥nenssssuAdanden Yamnnisdsedn vieudnseiiaingnainliyalain-oc Hu
#u gULUUMSTIeImEe WU nsueuingdaveaiierduiTosdedn wazgunuums
Hredelaenisiluguilunisinlasinisieeg iieSuilevdoudtamiintuluitud
guu Aadanan wseadnuuudrudiuinduiailimnganiunaduusmdn uas
aumafunsesssite uidmiunszasiinoranes Iaduduindudsmdulunamsy
sssuitoutuou WonumuanvdnnisuasdoifiaasaudAsiinsasdiiegiulalddn
visoudstundnnisliug wiisujtRenadeanuussngioging ddlidefurinlsuinain
aruduasd Fadu manszasinoranavhnihilednsdassuaruaandetin faq
MuuugIudofinasuazndnnis fe o) nslidiurieanlasdnan v) nsfinwing
nimussyrlandiendnidestelfudsfienasfntule

ANENALY 1 NITARNDNEN, AIUN, WILFITUIUY

? MAIHLBEAENS AMEAIALANERS WavNUYEAIans WIneaeuiing.
Department of Humanities, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol
University, Thailand., Email: wutthinant.kan@mahidol.ac.th; tel. 081-850-1737



&

L) aldu Aunsideu ~ &~ UM oo 2UUN e AUBIEU-5UIIAL b&od

Abstract

The general public often witnessed Buddhist monks engaged in
volunteering efforts in times of crisis, like flood, storm attacks, drought and other
environmental problems, difficult living conditions, or more recently, the Covid-
19 pandemic. The voluntary efforts in which those volunteer monks are engaged
consist of various activities, such as donating essential household items, and
leading in ad hoc projects that assist the affected communities. The practice is
viewed by some Buddhist adherents as unbecoming to the spirits of monasticism
and contradictory to the Monastic Discipline (Dhammavinaya). On the contrary,
the volunteer monks believe that the service is allowed by the Discipline. By
taking the Discipline and monks’ practice into consideration, it was found that a
monk is allowed to perform such volunteering role and being a volunteer monk
is not against the principle. Yet, some forms of practicing it may fall away from
good behaviour (Acara-vipatti). Therefore, a volunteer monk with the will to
perform volunteering practice without undue criticism and dispute should adhere
to two major principles as follows: 1) he strictly abides by the Threefold Training
(Trai Sikkha), and 2) he learns further the public’s norms and attitudes towards

monkhood.
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