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Abstract

The objective of “Siladhard: A Theravadin Nun in the West” is to
present a practical way of Siladhard which have been established firstly in
England in 1983 by Ajahn Sumedho, the founder of Chithurst Monastery and the
first western disciple of Ajahn Chah, Wat Nong Pah Pong. The process of Siladhara
training aimed to develop the internal structure of a western nun community in
the way that dhamma and vinaya could be pin Theravadin tradition way, and
also they could support Buddhism as one part of the fourfold assembly (the
catuparisd). This presentation shows that the potential of Siladhara as an
alternative way of ordained women in crossing the gendered boundary and being
trained themselves to be the field of merit for lay people. With impeccable
virtue conduct, Buddhist knowledge and religious performances, Siladhara have
proved themselves to achieve religious legitimacy as one part of the fourfold
assemblies of The Lord Buddha.
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“ Sucitto, Going Forth: A Training For Theravadin Nuns, (Hertfordshire:

Amaravati Publications, 1985), p. 2.
“ Sumedho, Freeing the Heart, (Hertfordshire: Amaravati Publications, 2001),
p. 14.

“ Bhikkhu Analayo, The Revival of the Bhikkhuni Order and the Decline of

the Sasana, Journal of Buddhist Ethics, vol.20, p. 116-117,122.(Online), Available :
http://www.blogs.dickinson edu/Buddhist ethics/.
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bGross, Rita, Buddhism after Patriarchy: A Feminist History Analysis and
Reconstruction of Buddhism, (New York: State University of New York Press, 1993), p.
36.

MSiLaratano, Mae Chee Kaew: Her journey to Spiritual Awakening and
Enlightenment, (Udon Thani: A Forest Dhamma Publication, 2009), p.15.

® Khantipalo, Banner of the Arahants: Buddhist Monks and Nuns from the
Buddha’s Time Till Now, (Kandy: Buddhist Publication Society, 1979), p. 157.

“Sumedho, Freeing the Heart, p. 15.
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““Santacitta, Chandasara, Towards Healing the Fracturing in the Male-
Female Relationship in the Sangha, (Hertfordshire: Amaravati Publications, 2008), p. 6.

“Bell Sandra, Being Creative with Tradition: Rooting Theravada Buddhism
in Britain, 2001, p. 23, (Online),Availble:
http://www.globalbuddhism.org/1/bell001.html.
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