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The Cultural Potential of Skaw Karen: Dynamic Management of

Community Based Cultural Tourism in Mae Hong Son Province.

*

Natcharatch Sarahongsa ’

ke

Boonsom Yodmalee Somchai Lamduan

Abstract

This study was a qualitative study aiming 1) to study background and characteristics of the Skaw Karen
community, 2) to investigate cultural potential of the Skaw Karen in Mae Hong Son province, and 3) dynamics
of cultural tourism management by the Skaw Karen community in Mae Hong Son province. Data was collected
in 6 villages in Mae Hong Son province. The results showed that

1. Skaw Karen was one the first tribes emigrating into the east of Myanmar and the north of Thailand.
Their personality was secluded, simple, interested in innovation, adventurous, yet peaceful.

2. According to the study of the Skaw Karen’s cultural potential in Mae Hong Son province, it revealed
that, 1) Skaw Karen preserved their cultural potential by maintaining four basic needs, 2) Their cultural potential
could establish the community’s stability, and 3) adaptation to the environment or the environment or cultural
ecology.

3. The dynamics of cultural tourism management by the Skaw Karen community in Mae Hong Son
province could be divided into 3 types: 1) clear understanding level, 2) developing level, and 3) beginning level.
The success of community based cultural tourism management happened from the community, government
agencies, travel agent and tourists have an understanding of the social and cultural context. There is a common
knowledge and local wisdom management process that focuses on the preservation and learning of community

culture over money.

Keywords: Pgaz K’Nyau Cultural, Community Based Tourism Management, Cultural tourism,

Cultural potential
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