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Abstract

The main objectives of this study consisted of 1) To study the trade situation of Thailand with Southern China
in the Upper Northern Provinces Group, 2) To analyze the potential of the Upper Northern Provinces Group 2 in terms
of trade with Southern China, 3) To analyze the trade competitiveness of the Upper Northern Provinces Group and
Southern China. The research was based on Mixed Methods research. The sample group were government and private
sectors relevant to the international trade industry in the Upper Northern Provinces Group 2 (Chiang Rai, Phayao, Phrae,
Nan). Quantitative Data analysis was conducted using the Revealed Comparative Advantage Index and the Market
Share. Qualitative Data analysis utilized Content Analysis.

The results of the study revealed that the trend of trade between Thailand Upper Northern Provinces Group
2 and Southern China has increase. When analyzing the potential of the province’s trade, it was found that the key
strengths included physical characteristics that are adjacent to GMS countries. The main current weakness is the main
economic sector in the provincial group does not correspond to the imports and exports products. Trade opportunities
include China’s “One Belt, One Road” policy that is conducive to trade and investment. Most importantly, current trade
barrier is the Covid 19 epidemic. When analyzing the commercial competitiveness of the province’s trade. Data
indicated that the competitive products and advantages in the Chinese Market (RCA>1) consisted of rice, pineapple,
durian, longan, lychee, rubber, and processed rubber products. However, some agricultural products tend to have lower
competitive advantages. Therefore, the government has a strategy to promote and adapt to benefit from international

trade, spreading into the area of the provinces as much as possible.

Keywords: cross-border trade, trade potential, competitiveness, South China

" Research Article, Chiang Rai Rajabhat University
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