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English to Thai Translation Errors of Film Subtitles’
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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze and present errors in translating movie subtitles from English originals to Thai
translations. The subtitle samples were collected from the annual top films. The analysis was divided into two areas:
error categories and error severity levels based on Translation Quality Assessment: TQA of Akbari and Segers (2017).
The results showed that there appeared 25% of translation errors among all translated subtitles. The most frequent error
category was stylistic errors (11%), followed by lexical errors (5%), hygienic errors (4%), and pragmatic errors (3%),
respectively, whereas, the least frequent error category was syntax errors (2% ). Besides, the analysis of error severity
levels revealed that the major errors was the most frequent (13%) followed by the minor errors (10%) and the critical
errors (2%), respectively. However, the translated subtitles can communicate effectively although the exactness of the

original language is still impossible due to cross-cultural translation problems and limitations of film presentation styles.

Keywords: translation error, film subtitle, linguistic translation
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