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ASEAN : Past, Present and Future of the ASEAN Community in 2015

Thanee Sukkasem*

Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN is a regional cooperative organization
which was established at Bangkok on August 8, 1967. The five founding members were Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The aims and purposes of ASEAN were: to promote
regional peace and stability in polities, economic and social in the region including to accelerate
economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region. During that time, the cold war
which were the revival of two major power ; USA and USSR. But ASEAN still grew up and developed
in several ways. The end of cold war in the decade of 1980’s, the ideological conflict were ended too.
The formerly members of ASEAN made consent to enlarge the new members that were Vietnam (1995),
Laos and Myanmar (1997) and Cambodia (1999) and these new members were so called CLMV. In
present time, ASEAN has ten member countries.

Even though ASEAN were confronted with many problems and obstacles but it resulted from
consultation among leader of the ASEAN member countries approved in The Declaration of ASEAN
Concord II, or Bali Concord II including ASEAN Security Community (ASC), ASEAN Economic

Community (AEC) and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community-ASCC in 2015.

Keywords : ASEAN, ASEAN Community
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