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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) analyze problems and causal factors creating household debts
2) create a participatory learning process for household debts management of the community and 3) create household
level economic strength for stability. This research is a qualitative research and important respondents were leaders,
villagers and fund members totaled 200 persons purposefully selected from 4 communities: Rot fai community, Nong haa
community, Mae pung community and Mae taan noicommunity. The research tools were tcnap, interviews and focus
groups and data were analyzed using the contents analysis technique.

The research findings revealed debt problem coming from children educational expenses, using loan money
not according to the stated loan purposes and debts from daily-life consumption. Buying underground lottery and
extravagance made high interest loans. Results from household debt management learning account recording activity
made the community startled at the high expenses and realized the effects of debts and awake to solve the problem
by self-reliance. The debt problem solving plan in the 4 communities reduced unnecessary expenses, increased
savings and created suitable supplementary occupations according to the community roles.

The assessment of economic strength creation found that Nong haa community practiced extended
household account that made the community see the benefits, reduced unnecessary expenses and had increased
household savings. Mae pung community made trash collection fund and found the results of the activity leading to
the creation of community welfare system and the attitude of looking at the ‘value’ more than cost and profit. Mae
taan noi community conserved the water shade forest stream and found that the missing thing was a clear way to
promote and develop tourism while organic vegetable planting created incomes for the households. Rot fai community
operated the Nakhon Lampang 100 Year Old Market to support community incomes but found that the operations
lacked cooperation and support from other concerned agencies. Results of assessment concluded that the community
should place the importance of household expense reduction follow by creating appropriate incomes to become
immunity for the families and balanced developments.

Keywords: Debts management, Participation, Learning process, Community economy

" Research Article, LampangRajabhat University
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