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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study
the local wisdom of small-scale fishermen in the
current fishing situation. The research area cov-
ers four coastal communities in Mook island Bay,
in Trang Province. The research methodology
includes interviews with twenty-eight small-scale
fishermen and four focus group discussions with
twenty-seven experienced fishermen. It was found
that the local fishing wisdom of small-scale fishers
can be classified into the following two types: 1)
fishing wisdom regarding the observation of the
characteristics and habitats of aquatic animals, and
2) wisdom in term of observing weather changes.
However, the fishermen have not been able to use
such wisdom for fifteen years, as destructive com-
mercial fishing has decreased the number of fish
groups. Fishery habitats have also been ruined.
On the other hand, wisdom in term of observing
weather changes is not applicable any longer due
to the rapid changes and variability of the weather.
Various patterns of the fishermen’s adaptation in-
cluded employing fishing technology, particularly
sounders and GPS devices, as well as consistently
checking weather forecast information. They also
tried to go fishing as quickly as possible by rushing
away from and to the shore.

Keywords : Local wisdom of fishermen, Small-

scale fishery, Climate change
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