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Abstract

This research aimed to study the house-
hold economy of artisanal fishermen in the Pak
Phanang River Basin, Pak Phanang District, Nakon Si
Thammarat, as well as to explore problems and eco-
nomic impacts of the Utokvibhatprasit Irrigation Gate
management on artisanal fishing communities. The
research instruments consisted of participatory action
research, area surveys, questionnaires, interviews,
focus group, and participant observation. Sample
groups include 301 artisanal fishing households, 5
local leaders, and 38 folk scholars and community
leaders. The findings revealed that after the building
of the Utokvibhatprasit Irrigation Gate, most of the
artisanal fishermen (84.72%) felt insecure about their
occupation, there was an increase in overall household
expenses (72.09%) and debts (44.19%), and 89.70
percent had to do extra work to supplement their
ordinary income. While the average household loan
debts for investment from the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives, relatives, and village funds
were 36,846.67;10,707.67, and 8,108.33 baht respec-
tively, only 10.30 percent were likely to pay their debts
by the due date. Nevertheless, 61.13 percent were
not satisfied with the operation of the Royal Irrigation
Department because of their negligence regarding
problems and their lack of communication with the
community. In order to deal with the current problems
and impacts continually and effectively, an inte-
grated approach should be used by the government
sector. For career development and in order to
increase household income, a mobile unit for public
services should be available to maintain mutual under-
standing between the government and public sectors.

Keywords : Household economy, Artisanal
fishing community, Pak Phanang River Basin,
Economic impacts
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