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Abstract

In the past, natural resources in Thailand have been used as main budsget in activities and
projects for the development of the nation’s economy and industry so that the national income
and Thai citizens’ quality of life can be improved. As a result, many natural resources have been
destroyed and depreciated, especially by large development projects that have huge impact on
the environment and that cause severe health problems to the people in that development areas.
Such projects lead to conflicts concerning the environment between the project proponents and
the affected people in the area. In many cases, people are directly affected by the projects without
proper assistance or investigation of the problems, and these problems are currently increasing in
number and severity.

It is expected that public participation, which is one of the key principal of good governance,
can help to solve the problems regarding natural resource management and the conflicts caused
by development projects, as well as bring Thailand’s to sustainable development in the future.

The problems and obstacles that prevent good governance and public participation in
making decisions involving Thailand’s developmental projects are top-down commands, the lack
of encouragement from the government, the lack of transparency in the projects’ management,
the limited scope of permission for stakeholders to participate, and a low level of participation from
the people. These problems and obstacles lead to ineffective participation and conflicts in the
society caused by unaccepted decisions.

The proposed method of solution to the problems needs dedication and much effort on
the part of the government in order to change people’s ideas, attitudes, and the management and
decision-making methods with which they are familiar. It is necessary to switch from the monopoly
of commands to a bottom-up approach. This can be done by employing public participation as
part of the work plan, promoting moral principles and ethics, imparting the proper conscience among
all stakeholders, creating a system for inspecting state and private sectors’ work for power balance,
promoting the publication of information to the public and the accountability and trustworthiness
of information, strengthening the public and organizations for developing their competence, and

promoting a higher level of public participation in the decision-making process.

Keywords: Good Governance; Public Participation; Decision-making Process;

Development Project
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