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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to inves-
tigate the quality of life among the people that had
settled along the Li River in Lumphun Province in
Thailand and to develop public policy for reducing
river degradation. The study used a mixed-methods
approach, and the sample group was the people that
had settled along the Li River. The sample size was
364 households in the communities and data were
collected using questionnaires, in-depth interviews,
and focus and stakeholder group operational
seminars. Data were analyzed with descriptive statistics
and content analysis. The results showed that the total
quality of life was at a moderate level (mean = 3.26;
S.D. = 0.25). Regarding policy recommendations,
it is suggested that people participate in local
activities and learning, formulate community rules
on the concept of cultural ecology, understand the
concept of water degradation, and explain the idea of
water quality through the education of the youth. In
addition, LI River utility in the future should be developed
by the community, including improvement of tourism
projects by the local government.

Keywords : Quality of life, Public policy, People settle-

ment, Li River
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