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Abstract

Surfactant is a chemical substance composed of two parts: hydrophobic
and hydrophilic groups. It plays a significant role in everyday life for instance, it
is widely used in a cleaning purpose and in many industries such as cosmetic and
painting. Moreover, it is applicable to use surfactants for solving environmental
problems such as wastewater treatment, separation of oil and dirt and separation
of colloids for water. A selection of surfactant suitable for specific purposes is
very crucial. This involves types and concentrations of surfactants and also
optimal conditions. Generally surfactant can be naturally degraded and the
difficulty of the degradation is dependent upon the structure and concentrations of
surfactants remaining after uses. In potable water surfactants are currently
limited to a maximum admissible concentration of 0.5 mg/l. The use of surfactant
with optimal conditions can help to decrease a capital cost as well as
environmental problems. In the future, the use of surfactant for any other
environmental purposes such as an adsorption of waste and the removal of toxic

from soil could be of interest.
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