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Abstract

Coastal areas are important to the tourism
industry and thus, also to Thailand’s economy. They
are, however, subjected to adverse effects of both
natural processes and human activities, especially
those in beach areas. The coastal areas of Thailand
have changed in terms of both erosion and depo-
sition, affecting as much as a total length of 797
kilometers or 27.1 percent of the country’s coastline.
This change has also impacted marine and coastal
tourism resources. The Thasala District of Nakhon
Si Thammarat Province is one of the areas affected
by these changes, which have had both negative and
positive effects on tourism, and the negative results
prevail. It was found that the beaches important for
tourism have faced continued erosion and a violent
rise. The established average erosion of the beach
areas is 1.77 percent per year, while deposition
averages 0.16 percent per year. In addition, the
changes caused by deposition have led to mangrove
forest growth, which has forced the restaurants
and accommodations in the affected areas to close.
As a positive effect in terms of tourism, some beach
areas have become sand beaches that can be used
for recreation and can be developed as tourist
destinations. Coastal erosion, however, continues
to pose a problem of increasing virulence. Both the
private sector and local communities should work
together in order to implement solutions.

Keywords : Land cover change, Tourism
resources, Impact
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