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Abstract

Water resources are very important for human survival and national development.
Sustainable development of water resources is highly necessary. Water resources development in
Thailand has emerged since sukothai period. Former water resources development emphasized
advantages of agriculture, transportation, trading and national security. Currently, those
advantages have been expanded to cover energy and fishery developments. Progress of water
resources development during the King Rama 1X period is the most prominent in this country.
King Rama IX has been personally interested in water resources management since the beginning
of his accession to the throne. His skill on water resources development is excellent. This article
has presented three essentials for water resources sustainable development which are different
from those elsewhere such as

1) public and private sectors participation

2) continual development of water resources and

3) transfer of Thai wisdom and culture on water resources development and management

to the successive generations

Without any one of these factors, sustainable water development may not be achievable.
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