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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to study the state of environment of Nathon
Beach, Koh Samui, Suratthani; 2) to study the environmental and social suitability and
feasibility of the Nathon Beach Rehabilitation and Scenery Improvement for Community
Activities and Tourism Project. The research tools used in collecting data included a
checklist, a questionnaires for 381 local residents. The major and a community leader
were interviewed.

The results of this study revealed that the environmental conditions of the project
area were generally normal, but there were minor problems in some parts such as water
quality, erosion of the coast, sea animals, drainage, land transport, garbage management
and some social problems. The project was environmentally suitable and feasible because
it had more positive than negative impacts. The project was also socially suitable and
feasible due to the informants’ access to research information (77.9%), level of
participation (84.5%), degree of support (87.0%) and level of acceptance by the residents
(93.2%).

Suggestions for improvements of the project were: 1) local authority leaders
should incorporate the existing environmental problems in the area into the project; 2)
local authority and community leaders should engage in greater public relations in order
to enhance the level of participation; and 3) the residents should be more engaged in
projects of this nature.
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