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Abstract

This research article aimed at examining change in environmental concern and conservation behavior
among Thai-Karens, owing to their participation in a sufficiency economy project. This study relied on in-depth
interview, non-participant observation and household survey using semi-structured questionnaire in collecting
data, and on descriptive statistics and means comparison tests in analyzing quantitative data. Overall, sample
households were high in project participation, average in environmental concern, and high in conservation behavior.
The result showed that households who have good and very good participation were high in environmental
concern. Those who participated in the project at all levels were high in conservation behavior. Likewise,
households with average and good environmental concern were high in conservation behavior. Moreover, the
study found some individual attributes, i.e. income, land-holding size and land tenure rights, could affect
participation, environmental concern and conservation behavior. A decline in deforestation rate over the
2000 - 2006 period, together with an increase in forest rehabilitation since 2004, had proved that participation
in a sufficiency economy project could lead to environmental concern and conservation behavior, which
ultimately resulted in improved forest condition as well as people’s livelihoods.

Keywords: Participation; Sufficiency Economy; Environmental Concern; Conservation Behavior; Forested
Watershed
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