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Abstract

Waste reduction and recycling in Thai society is partially related to the role of an informal system
that operates through market mechanisms. Generally, the operation of this system is not regulated and
controlled by state and local governments. Despite its contributions to waste reduction and other societal
benefits, the informal system has posed both environmental and health risks to surrounding communities,
and especially, waste pickers who are part of the informal system. Several local governments are increasingly
aware of these risks and attempt to formalize this informal system, for example, by providing healthcare
services or by creating legal and institutional structures for waste pickers. Formalization of this informal system

could improve efficiency in waste management.
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