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Abstract

Many countries are concerned about the high usage and environmental impact
of plastic bags, especially from t-shirt bags made from high-density polyethelene. Many
policy measures have been implemented to reduce the degree of the problem, including
regulatory and voluntary approaches. Some countries have chosen to implement either
regulatory or voluntary approach, while others have implemented both approaches.
Based on past experience, it was found that the regulatory approach led to a higher
reduction of plastic bag usage. However, when the volutary approach was implemented
at the city or community level, it yeilded good results as well, especially in the city
or community that has experienced a negative impact from the waste of plastic bags,
such as tourist destinations. One of the important factors affecting the success of platic
bag reduction at the city or community level is the inspiration and dedication of the
campaigners. This article summarizes the policy measures implemented by serveral
countries to reduce the use of plastic bags, analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of

each measure, and proposes options suitable for the context of Thailand.

Keywords: Plastic Bag; Reduction; High-Density Polyethylene; Regulative Measure;

Voluntary Measure
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