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Abstract

This research aimed at exploring the adaptation of local grocery stores under the
spread of modern trade, using the case of Bang Kruai District in Nonthaburi Province. This
research was qualitative, consisting of the document analysis and in-depth interview of
twenty grocery store merchants, using individual and structured interviews and a SWOT
analysis, to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. The research
found that the spread of convenient stores in the area has caused a decrease in local
grocery stores. Yet, an increase in the labor population in Nonthaburi during the last ten
years has also brought about a rise in the number of grocery stores in the area as well.
Such new stores are mostly located along small roads or the areas near the community or
apartments for rent. Remarkably, while grocery stores located on high-traffic routes may
adjust to convenient stores, grocery stores in low-traffic locations tend to continually
lose profit, and ultimately lose business. Yet, the grocery stores in “middle-traffic” locations
remain in the area, confronting the challenge of modermn trade. Thus, the research suggests
that if grocery store owners want to continue their business, they need to strengthen
their relationship with existing customers while penetrating new customers, especially

groups of labor that settle in the area.

Keywords: Urban Sociology; Grocery Store; Convenient Store; Adaptation
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