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Abstract

This research aims to study the causes of haze air pollution in Mae Hong Son Province in
Thailand and discusses public participation in preventing haze air pollution there. Methods for public
participation in the prevention and mitigation of haze air pollution are proposed. The research is a
qualitative study that obtained data through semi-structured intenviews and documents. it was found
that the causes of haze air pollution in Mae Hong Son were open buming, gecgraphical
characteristics, and air pollution from neigchboring countries. Regarding the public participation
process, it was revealed that the processes were transparent and all stakeholders were involved;
however, it was also found that the staff and budget were not suffidient. Most of the people
howewver were able to access all of the necessary data, and most of themn could share information
and play an important role in the public participation process regarding air pollution mitigation, The
success factors influencing the public’s participation were: 1) personal factors: awareness and
acknowledgement of the problem, recognition of the importance of participation, and realization of
hazardous haze air pollution; and 2) management actors: the ability of the community leaders and
support from the state. The factors that were obstacles were the following: 1) personal factors:
laneuage differences, lack of time, and lack of knowledee; and 2) structural/managerial factors:
communication, transportation, and the lack of continucus implementation. Suegestions for people’s
participation are presented, including the following: the encourasement of people’s participation,
imparting knowledge and understanding, development of agricultural technology, and the people’s
acceptance of the state’s implementation of its prevenlion and solution measures, as well as the
willingness to listen to the opinion of other stakeholders,

Keywords: Public participation; Haze; Open Burning; Air Pollution; Mae Hong Son Province
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