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Working Together for Wildfire Management
in the Thung Bang Nok Ohk Forest
in the Lower of Songkhla Lake Basin

Sawarin Bendem-Ahlee

Ph.D. Candidates, Doctor of Philosophy Program in Environmental Management
Faculty of Environmental Management, Prince of Songkhla University
sw_rinda@hotmail.com

Abstract

The purposes of this qualitative study were to investigate the wildfire situation,
collaboration of the community, and style of work, together with the network for fire control in
the forest area of Thung Bang Nok-ok, Khuan So Sub-District, Khuan Niang District in Songkhla
Province in Thailand. The data were collected using the “go-along” in-depth interview
method. The informants were villagers and volunteers from the community, wildfire control
officers of the Department of Forestry, and using the participatory obsenvations method that the
researcher were made by taking part in wildfire suppression. The Thung Bang Nok-ok forest is
the largest-Melaleuca forest of Songkhla Province. However, wildfires have been a problern
that have frequently and constantly taken place during the last 10 years. Wildfires usually take
place during July-September and they normally occur in the same areas, with a tendency to
expand. The wildfires are caused by people from inside and outside the community, both
intentionally and negligently, when they go hunting in the forest. Therefore, wildfires and
community participation in wildfire suppression are different depending on the time and the
status of the forest. After a network for wildfire suppression was established, still, some wildfires
have taken place but people are now more alert. Volunteers in the community work with
government officers to solve the problem of wildfires. It can be said that the answer for the
survival of the last forest of the lower Songkhla Lake Basin is the collaboration of all sectors
involved.

Keywords: Melaleuca Forest; Wildfire Management; Participation
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