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Abstract

The purposes of the study were as follows: 1) to study the problems caused by climate
change that affects the life quality of the people in Kutao municipality; and 2) to study the
development of the process of public policy regarding participation in water management in
order to cope with climate change. The research was conducted by synthesizing participatory
action research via a thesis entitled “The Development of a participatory public policy process
to cope with climate change: a case study of Kutao Municipality, Hatyai, Songkhla” for which the
author had done research with the community. The results indicated that the problems of
climate were floods and storms, at an average of 1-2 times annually in 30 years. The areas
subject to the most risk were Moo 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6. The process of public policy regarding
participation in water management in order to cope with climate change should pay attention
to the empowerment of local institutions. The adaptation to climate change was specific to
particular areas, as in the case study of Kutao district. The strategy of water management was
implemented to minimize the impacts in areas of risk and a flood warning system was
developed. Community organizations participated with local administrative organizations and
religious leaders to determine warning methods at the community level, to develop an alert
mechanism, to assess the situation, and finally to integrate everything in the scheme of local
development. It was found that there were supporting factors, such as a mechanism for center
cooperation, management with good governance, determination of the steps and methods with
participation and flexibility, access to data and knowledge, and formal and informal

communication.

Keywords: Public policy; Climate change; Quality of Life
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