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Abstract
The lessons learned of this study from

the water management by Life dam at Ban Na
Not Village, Kampang Sao Sub-district, Muang
District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province aimed
to investigate the community context leading to
water management by Life dam and to visualize the
knowledge of water management by Life dam based
on geography, nature, and community culture. The
research collected data by participant observation,
in-depth interviews, and focus group sessions.
The research findings revealed that the villagers at
Ban Na Not Village changed from the subsistence
production to commercial production affecting
agricultural water management. Furthermore, the
government water management could not reach
the community. As a result, the community sought
the self-reliant water management by studying
the problems, solving them, until becoming Life
dam. Life dam was the creation of new knowledge
based on local wisdom. In the application of
Life dam under the context of different ecological
communities, the community needed to study water
system, water map, community water course, and
community resources. Through self-reliance, Life
dam was valuable and instrumental in environment
and community dimensions as well as the negotiation
tool with the government.
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