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Abstract

This study aimed to examine social capital as a mechanism underlying the
process of promoting tourism through the utilization of social capital in Muang Mai Sub-
district, Chae Hom District, Lampang Province, and to propose an approach for leveraging
social capital to create economic opportunities and alleviate community-level poverty.
A qualitative research design was employed, with data collected through in-depth
interviews, focus group discussions, and participatory action research. The target groups
comprised community leaders, community enterprises, targeted low-income households
within the national poverty database, and local governmental agencies, totaling 83
participants. Data were analyzed using inductive content analysis. The findings reveal
that Muang Mai Sub-district effectively mobilizes social capital across multiple
dimensions, including family relationships, community networks, belief systems and
cultural practices, trusted community leadership, as well as natural and geological
capital that can be utilized to develop integrated forms of tourism encompassing
cultural, geological, and ecological dimensions. In particular, the “Muang Mai Ammonite

”»

Run” initiative showcases nature- and geology-based tourism routes alongside local
community products, thereby directly generating additional income for the community.
Moreover, this initiative has contributed to the establishment of a community
development fund, reflecting the strategic use of social capital as a key mechanism for
strengthening the local economy and serving as an effective instrument for poverty
alleviation at the community level.

Keywords: Social capital, Community-based tourism, Occupational promotion, Grassroots

economic Development, Poverty
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Table 1 Analysis of the potential of social capital and its linkages with the grassroots

economy

Social capital

Spatial potential

Guidelines for enhancing
grassroots economic

opportunities

Community
networks and
internal

relationships

Unity among
community

leaders

1) Existing networks operate at
village, sub-district, district, and
provincial levels

2) Network collaborations are
cohesive and continuous

3) Certain networks, such as village
heads and subdistrict administrative
organization (SAO)
executives/members, work closely
and support each other

4) Community networks at the sub-
district level collaborate with private
sectors, such as SCG (Siam Cement
Group), Lampang

1) Leaders including sub-district
heads, village chiefs, and assistants
show strong unity, particularly

through the formation of the village

1) Promoting tourism activities
through network collaboration

2) Utilizing network support in
career development, tourism, and

grassroots economic enhancement

1) Initiating projects and
activities funded by local
administrative organizations that

align with local problems, needs,
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Social capital

Spatial potential

Guidelines for enhancing
grassroots economic

opportunities

Way of life
connected to

natural resources

Public trust in
formal and

informal leaders

Preservation of
indigenous

wisdom and

headmen club of Mueang Mai
subdistrict, which jointly conducts
official and public activities
2) Local administrative leaders and
community leaders work together
consistently
3) All community activities involve
coordinated planning and
implementation across village, sub-
district, and district levels

1) Community traditions and
practices remain linked to forests,
water sources, and ancestral beliefs

2) Forest resources such as
bamboo, bamboo shoots, and honey
are used to create primary
occupations, such as weaving
traditional lunchbox containers-a
craft passed down through
generations

3) Community members conserve
and value natural resources while
utilizing them sustainably

1) Local people deeply trust and
respect formal and informal leaders

2) High levels of community
cooperation and unity are observed
when leaders spearhead activities or
request participation

1) Traditional customs and
livelihoods, such as bamboo

weaving, crafting lunchbox

and spatial potentials, emphasizing
continuity and sustainability

2) Establishing tangible networks
or organizations to act as

operational units

1) Promoting outstanding
cultural practices-such as spirit
worship and forest ordination-as
tourism activities

2) Utilizing stories and narratives
to enrich tourism experiences

3) Upgrading traditional products

to higher-value items

1) Leveraging the trust in
leadership to foster collaboration
and sustained community

participation

1) Developing new products that
retain local identity and serve as

souvenirs or tourism goods
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Social capital

Spatial potential

Guidelines for enhancing
grassroots economic

opportunities

traditional

occupations

Natural and
Geological

Resources

containers, and agriculture, are well
preserved

2) The woven lunchbox containers
of Muang Mai are well-known and
widely recognized

3) Local sages and wisdom bearers
continue to transmit and develop
indigenous knowledge.

1)The area is endowed with natural
resources, including Lom Ang Cave,
Nam Yueng (a natural water basin
located upstream of the Kiew Lom
Dam), and the Kiew Du Viewpoint, all
of which can be developed into
nature-based tourism destinations.

2) The discovery of a 240-million-
year-old ammonite fossil represents
a valuable geological heritage that
can enhance public awareness and
be integrated into thematic tourism
routes in accordance with the
tourism development policies of

Lampang Province.

2) Adding value to community
products by integrating them into
tourism activities or embedding

community stories in the products

1)To organize seasonal tourism
activities that are accessible
throughout the year, enabling
continuous visitation and supporting
sustainable income generation for
the local community.

2) To develop community-based
products linked to the identity of
local tourism resources, such as the
240-million-year-old amsmonite, in
order to strengthen product identity,

differentiation, and added value.

Table 1 FIUNAUDNANITIHATILAANYAIMTINUN AL LN UNTUN LU a5 19T odas Y

! a L4 IS A o ! 14 a 2/ 14 !
nsvieiien mMsasieedniiinlugnisaialenaniaesegia nsasinglalivnauluguou

[

o

iuadlesneanyunisdiey Jaduasediouaznalniidrfglunsimudeiun@duusdaziiu

L = d‘ Qll o v 1 a 1 ¥ 5 dy A 1
Yo UNIFINIziiyagoulesmihluimuassegondanssurunisdelule viadilaieauanu

1%
0 o

NNFIPANVRINUTLINUY YUBUMUAT B8l UNIETTUYIALALNTNYINTVBIAUNAINTD

21581501 SRIUIYNTUUAEANIWT IR T 14 aUuil 3 iueteu - 5u21AN 2569



Journal for Community Development and Life Quality

dhindaaiudunisvieaiisanaznisimunondn fanunesssuy Auagninensviesdud
FneniwUszneuludedsd

1. wndsvionilommesssund onfi dhanaanuen dusdu dwduens sraudfiihds
(8191159 5umRNA9UIN) (Figurela) Faduninensnissssuwaidslaildsniunslunis
s lnduuvadmeafivegadugiuuy deiiuunduiissuruawisaiieivesnuluyuely
UTaAMAYEY

2. ningnsviesdiu 919 winveadauexlulud driveaindussidiunuiasiiagaleng

v

lngdtinaunineinsssaiiingl Sawina1uie wudndenendn 240 &1l fe (Figure 1c) nwidey

duunilann Fadunmidewdlunamdmiiniieyszninannsafiigaidadunawdeudndud

Y

| LY =

gunfiongsinadedunmdeuduszani@adienysn 3,000 U ernfuinduuiinidadusiniv

]

usssumanduwnassuinvesivadioawny sauienisidililidadunswensyuyuuiass

Jundndaeinaesinuaziinisdunengidyqrunegiseiuiu ¢ (Fisure 1b)

Figure 1 Survey of community tourism resources (a), Product development analysis (b),

Local product assessment and ammonite fossil in Mueang Mai subdistrict (c)
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Integrating government agencies, organizations, communities, and local

people in managing community-based tourism in Mueang Mai subdistrict
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Community-based tourism management in Mueang Mai subdistrict

Figure 2 Tourism and livelihood promotion process in Mueang Mai subdistrict
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