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New Generation Back to Hometown: Creating a Network of Local

Innovators for Local Hometown Community Development
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Abstract: This This research aims to: (1) study the factors that facilitate the formation of a network
of local innovators for Hometown community development; (2) develop a model for establishing
such a network; and (3) propose strategies for expanding the network of local innovators to support
Hometown community development. This is a mixed-methods study that employed in-depth
interviews, focus group discussions, and parcipatory activities. Data was collected from 23 key
informants and a sample of 20 participants. Data analysis involved qualitative content analysis and
quantitative T-tests. The results revealed that internal factors such as gratitude, clear life goals,
positive thinking, perseverance, and creativity were crucial for fostering a network of local
innovators. External factors included family support, mentorship, knowledge networks, community
cooperation, and social capital. The developed network model comprises three main components:
strength analysis, implementation, and network building. The motivational activities significantly
enhanced participants' self-belief and clarity of goals.
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Figure 1. A model of new generation back to hometown: creating a network of local innovators

for local hometown community development
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Table 1. Compare the average scores for innovation creation concepts in spatial community
development. Overall and each aspect of the pre-experimental period and post-

experimental period in the experimental group

Questions about Period Mean S.D t P Value

Pre-test 3.58 0.50 -2.90 .009
Creativity

Post-test 3.79 0.50

Pre-test 3.34 0.52 -04.395 .000
Self Esteem

Post-test 361 0.56

Pre-test 371 0.42 -4.212 .000
Perseverance

Post-test 4.04 0.47

Pre-test 3.78 0.47 -3.563 .002
Having Goal

Post-test 4.11 0.59

Pre-test 3.44 0.51 -3.681 .002
Network Strengthening

Post-test 3.80 0.58

Pre-test 3.56 0.48 -3.750 .000
Total

Post-test 3.87 0.54

*Statistically significant at the 0.05 level **Statistically significant at the 0.01 level
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