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Abstract: This quantitative research aimed to (1) study the attitudes of Hatyai University students
towards the elderly, and (2) compare the levels of these attitudes among students at Hatyai
University. The sample consisted of 190 first-year students from the Faculty of Education and Liberal
Arts at Hatyai University. The research instrument was a 30-item questionnaire measuring students'
attitudes towards the elderly. The data were analyzed using frequency, mean, standard deviation,
one-way ANOVA, and multiple comparisons. The findings revealed that (1) overall, students'
attitudes towards the elderly were at a moderate level (§:3.26, S.D.=1.01) When considering
specific aspects, students' attitudes were high in the belief aspect (§:4.11, S.D.=1.03) and the role
aspect (X=357, S.D.=1.01). (2) The results of comparing the attitudes of students toward the
elderly revealed that students with different relationship patterns with the elderly exhibited
significantly different levels of attitudes at the .05 level in only three areas: physical aspects,
personal characteristics, and adaptation. When testing for pairwise differences using Scheffe's
method (1953), it was found that students with varying relationship patterns toward the elderly had
different levels of attitudes that were not statistically significant at the .05 level.
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Table 1

Table 1. Mean (x) and standard deviation (S.D.) of students' attitudes towards the elderly overall

Attitude Towards the Elderly X S.D. Level
1. Physical attitude 2.60 0.94 Moderate
2. Work attitude 2.85 0.92 Moderate
3. Role attitude 3.57 1.01 High
4. Personal traits attitude 3.27 1.04 Moderate
5. Adaptation attitude 3.17 1.12 Moderate
6. Belief attitude 4.11 1.03 High
Overall 3.26 1.01 Moderate
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Table 2. Comparison of students' attitudes towards the elderly by family relationship patterns

Attitude Level sum of df Mean Square F Sig.
Squares
Physical Attitude  Between 2.825 a4 0.706 2373 0.05%
Groups
Within Groups 55.063 185 0.298
Total 57.888 189
Work Attitude Between 2.065 4 0.516 2.206 0.07
Groups
Within Groups 43.289 185 0.234
Total 45.354 189
Role Attitude Between 2.556 4 0.639 2.080 0.08
Groups
Within Groups 56.843 185 0.307
Total 59.399 189
Personal Traits Between 2.769 a4 0.692 2.594 0.03**
Attitude Groups
Within Groups 49.383 185 0.267
Total 52.153 189
Adaptation Between 4.614 4 1.153 2.892 0.02%*
Attitude Groups
Within Groups 73.782 185 0.399
Total 78.396 189
Belief Attitude Between 2.454 4 0.613 0.776 0.54
Groups
Within Groups 146.148 185 0.790
Total 148.602 189

*Significant at the 0.05 level
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Table 3. Pairwise Comparison of Attitude Levels of Students Towards the Elderly in Terms of
Physical Aspects, Classified by Types of Relationships with Elderly Family Members

Relationship Type None Parents Paternal Maternal Uncle-Aunt  Uncle-Aunt
Grandparents Grandparents (Father's (Mother's

Side) Side)

None - -0.20 -0.12 -0.15 -0.02 -0.34

Parents - 0.84 0.95 0.18 0.16

Paternal - 0.10 0.92 0.81
Grandparents

Maternal - 0.08 0.07
Grandparents

Uncle-Aunt - -0.01

(Father's Side)

Uncle-Aunt
(Mother's Side)

Table 4. Pairwise Comparison of Attitude Levels of Students Towards the Elderly in Terms of

Personal Traits, Classified by Types of Relationships with Elderly Family Members.

Relationship Type None Parents Paternal Maternal Uncle-Aunt Uncle-Aunt
Grandparents Grandparents (Father's (Mother's

Side) Side)

None - -0.10 -0.95 -0.30 -0.05 -0.09

Parents - 0.01 -0.19 0.05 0.02

Paternal - -0.99 0.05 0.01
Grandparents

Maternal - 0.25 0.21
Grandparents

Uncle-Aunt - -0.40

(Father's Side)

Uncle-Aunt
(Mother's Side)
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Table 5. Pairwise Comparison of Attitude Levels of Students Towards the Elderly in Terms of

Adaptability, Classified by Types of Relationships with Elderly Family Members.

Relationship Type None Parents Paternal Maternal Uncle-Aunt Uncle-Aunt
Grandparents Grandparents (Father's (Mother's

Side) Side)

None - -0.12 -0.46 -0.70 -0.34 0.27

Parents - 0.70 0.05 -0.22 0.39

Paternal - -0.02 -0.29 0.32
Grandparents

Maternal - -0.27 0.34
Grandparents

Uncle-Aunt - 0.61
(Father's Side)

Uncle-Aunt -

(Mother's Side)
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