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Standard Enhancement of Wicker Handicrafts Through the Creative

Economy Concept in Nan Province
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Abstract:This research aimed to evaluate communities” product management potential and enhance the
standard of wicker handicrafts. It was a mixed-method approach, consisting of a focus group with 20
representatives based on purposive sampling and 426 questionnaires. Using convenience sampling, data
were analyzed using means and standard deviations. The results revealed that 1) the Lak Lai group and the
Sen Sai Line Tok group had moderate product management potential, and 2) the craftsmanship of
products made from triangle grass, a natural material from the community, combined with local wisdom,
scientific knowledge, and contemporary design, creates distinctive characteristics for garlands, candles, and
pins. This uniqueness significantly influences the purchasing decisions for wicker products in Nan Province.
Buyers place the highest importance on the aesthetic appeal of the products. Furthermore, garlands and
woven candles made from triangle grass are currently in the process of patent registration with the
Department of Intellectual Property to ensure their future use benefits the community.
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Table 1. The potential of product management of wicker handicraft community in Nan province

Factor Points Lak Lai Sen Sai Line Tok
Community artisans
1) Amount of community artisans 5 3.75 2.00
2) Average age of community artisans 5 3.50 2.33
3) Ability to continuously inherit wisdom and knowledge 5 3.00 2.33
4) Community artisans’ personal development 5 2.25 2.67
5) Contemporary wicker skills 5 2.00 4.00
Total 25 14.50 13.33
Financial
6) Financial management 5 2.00 2.00
7) Source of budget 10 4.50 3.33
8) Proportion of financial 10 9.50 9.33
Total 25 16.00 14.67
Natural material
9) Source of material in wicker handicraft 10 6.50 6.67
10) Apply technology in the production process 5 2.00 3.33
11) Quality of products 10 7.00 9.33
Total 25 15.50 19.33
Community management
12) Group formation management 5 2.75 2.33
13) Participation management 5 1.75 1.33
14) Order management 5 3.00 3.33
15) Income management 5 3.00 3.00
16) Material management and product delivery 5 3.75 2.67
Total 25 11.25 12.67
The total community’s potential 100 57.25 60.00
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Figure 1. Lak Lai’s wicker handicraft prototypes
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Table 2. Marketing factors that affect to the decision to purchase wicker handicraft products in Nan

province
Garlands Incense candles Pins
Factors — o =
X SD. Meaning X SD.  Meaning X SD. Meaning
1. Beautiful products 4.21 0.66 High 4.14  0.73 High 4.06  0.75 High
2. Product various 3.84 0.70 High 393 0.70 High 3.88 0.74 High
3. Clear price tag 4.06 0.71 High 4.07  0.64 High 4.01 0.66 High
4. Reasonable price 392  0.68 High 394  0.67 High 394  0.68 High
and quality
5. Proper arrangement  4.02  0.59 High 405 0.63 High 398 0.62 High
6. Appropriate place 394  0.65 High 399  0.67 High 401  0.60 High
7. Interesting discount 398 0.62 High 395  0.67 High 401 0.63 High
8. Salesperson has 395  0.65 High 398 0.65 High 399 065 High
well-known product
information
Total 3.99 0.66 High 4.01 0.67 High 3.98 0.67 High
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