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Self-reliance of Elderly Migrants Moving into Urban Area
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Abstract: This research aimed to describe and analyze the factors related to self-reliance of elderly
migrants moving into urban area. The quantitative approach and structured questionnaires were
adopted to collect the data from elderly migrants live in Khon Kaen municipality 276 people from
April 2018. The obtained data was analyzed by using the descriptive statistics and chi-square test.
The results of this study found that the elderly migrants moving in to urban area at the medium
level of self-reliance. From chi-square testing, it was found that gender, age, marital status,
education level, income, number of household member living together, area stay, migration
characteristics, reason of migration, migration plan, activity of everyday life, role in household, and
health cares were significantly correlated with the self-reliance of elderly migrants moving into
urban area (P < 0.05). Therefore, personal factors of the elderly migrants are important to being
elderly migrants’ self-reliance. Moreover, the elderly migrants moving into urban areas need to be
well-prepared for health and financial issues. which would help the elderly to be able to live their
lives happily with reliance on household members and continues to contribute to the community
and society.
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Table 1. Level of activity to self-reliance of elderly migrants moving into urban area (n=267)

Activity to active aging of Low Medium High Mean
elderly migrants Percentage Percentage Percentage

Total 16.3 457 38.0 32.37

Activity for health 0.0 3.6 96.4 12.87

Activity for participant 2.2 36.2 61.6 7.79

Activity for security 0.0 15.9 84.1 11.70
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Table 2. The relationship between personal factor with self-reliance of elderly moving into

urban area (n=276)

Factors Active aging Total
Low (%)  Medium (%)  High (%) (n=276)
Personal factors
1.Gender
Male 8.5 42.6 48.9 94
Female 20.3 47.3 32.4 182
Pearson Chi-square= 10.056 df.= 2 P-value < 0.05
2.Age
60-69 years 13.4 46.2 40.3 253
70-79 years 42.9 42.9 14.3 21
More than 80 years 100.0 0.0 0.0 2
Pearson Chi-square= 24.137 df.= 4 P-value < 0.05
3.Education
Non-education 40.0 26.7 333 15
Primary education 19.3 49.4 31.3 176
Secondary education 19.3 44.4 46.3 54
Higher education 0.0 355 64.5 31
Pearson Chi-square= df.= 6 P-value < 0.05
4.Marital status
Single 179 35.7 46.4 28
Married 9.4 46.5 44.1 170
Widowed, divorced and separated 30.8 47.4 21.8 78
Pearson Chi-square=23.269 df.= 4 P-value < 0.05
5.Inccom per month
Less than 5,000 THB 26.2 43.4 30.3 145
5,000-7,500 THB 6.1 515 42.2 33
7,501-10,000 THB 6.1 69.7 24.2 33
More than 10,000 THB 4.6 35.4 60.0 45
Pearson Chi-square=36.813 df.= 6 P-value < 0.05
6. Income sufficient per month
Non-Sufficient 19.0 44.1 36.9 179
Sufficient 11.3 48.5 40.2 97

Pearson Chi-square= 2.702 df.= 2 P-value > 0.05
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7.Household members
Less than 3 people
4-6 people
More than 6 people

153
16.1

30.8

JCDLQ

40.0 a4a.7 170
53.8 30.1 93
61.5 77 13

Pearson Chi-square= 11.696 df.= 4 P-value < 0.05
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Table 3. The relationship between migration plans and social and environment factors

with self-reliance of elderly migrants moving into urban area (n=276)

Factors Active aging Total
Low (%) Medium (%)  High (%) (n=276)
Migration plan
1.The location of origin before migration
Rural area 21.4 54.8 238 126
Unban area 12.0 38.0 50.0 150
Pearson Chi-square= 20.295 df.= 2 P-value < 0.05
2.Migration with
Alone 26.3 52.6 211 57
Spouse 9.9 50.4 39.7 141
Children 26.3 36.8 36.8 19
Relatives 18.6 30.5 50.8 59

Pearson Chi-square= 19.942 df.= 6 P-value < 0.05
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3.Reason of migration

Family care 15.2 45.0 39.7 151
Non-care 36.8 31.6 31.6 19
Need to access medical services 26.7 333 40.0 15
Work 12.1 51.6 36.3 91
Pearson Chi-square= 9.46 df.= 6 P-value > 0.05
5.Time stay in new destination
6 month - 1 years 12.5 47.9 39.6 48
1- 5 years 12.7 455 41.8 134
More than 5 years 234 aa.7 31.9 94
Pearson Chi-square= 5.934 df.= 4 P-value > 0.05
6.Level of preparation before migrating
Low 27.6 53.7 18.7 123
Medium 10.8 47.1 42.2 102
High 0.0 235 76.5 51
Pearson Chi-square=59.506 df.=4 P-value < 0.05
Social and environment factors
1.Level of daily activity
Low 31.1 43.2 25.7 74
Medium 134 54.4 32.2 149
High 3.8 24.5 71.1 53
Pearson Chi-square= 43.609 df.= 4 P-value < 0.05
2.Household roles
Low 423 46.2 11.5 26
Medium 26.6 56.4 17.0 94
High 5.8 39.1 55.1 156
Pearson Chi-square=59.036 df.= 4 P-value < 0.05
3.Health care behaviors
Low 41.2 45.6 13.2 68
Medium 8.4 48.4 43.2 190
High 5.6 16.7 77.8 18

Pearson Chi-square=57.727 df. = 4 P-value < 0.05
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