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Abstract: Thailand’s economic development policies since 1960s have negative effects on natural
resources and environment. For instance, in the Upper North, the uplands and the mountaintops
of Nan province have predominantly been affected by the monoculture maize system with heavy
use of chemicals, causing great fear among concerned citizen. The study aims to present
community adaptation and management of natural resources in three target districts, namely Phu
Phiang, Tha Wang Pha, and Santi Suk. The dynamism of community-based natural resource
management is explained in three different periods to provide better understanding of community
activities and interactions, and holistic perspective of the link between human ecology and physical
ecosystem, including adaptation of community and relevant institutions. The study shows that the
three districts whose communities, being aware of the heavy loss of natural resources, have
adopted similar objectives of natural resource restoration. The management of forest resources,
being highly public resources, is more dynamic than water and land resources throughout the three
periods. The systems of change are directive, from conservation with set rules in the early period,
to land demarcation for better land use allocation during the mid-period, and to integrated
collaboration between community, government, and private sectors in the present day.
Keywords: Management, adaptation methods, natural resources, Nan Province
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