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Utilization of Nipa Palm in the Area of Songkhla Lake Basin,
Pak-Ro and Chalae Sub-districts, Singhanakhon District,

Songkhla Province
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Abstract: Utilization of Nipa palm in the area of Songkhla Lake basin, Singhanakhon district, Songkhla province
was studied by collecting the data in the field, and using GPS Map Garmin Program. Researchers prepared
a map showing the spatial distribution of Nipa palm community. The analyzed data were obtained through
documentary, interview and observational survey from local government leaders, monks, teachers, students and
people who used Nipa palm. The results showed that the total number of Nipa palm was 8,039 trees and all
groups of people realized about its benefit. From the past to present, Nipa palm community has direct and
indirect benefits to local people. Direct benefit of Nipa palm included use for making basket, some house
innovation, processed food products and beverages. In the past, there was the production of sugar from Nipa
palm. Nipa palm had indirect benefit as the habitats of aquatic animals, preventing erosion of the riverbank, land
increase by sediment accumulation and maintaining ecological balance. Therefore, the utilization of Nipa palm
is important to support and promote people in the area to realize and appreciate the value of this plant

community and also activate the communities to conserve Nipa palm ecosystem.

Keywords: Nipa palm (Nypa fruticans Wurmb.), Songkhla Lake, Pak-Ro sub-district, Chalae sub-district
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Figure 1 Surveying (1A) the spatial distribution of Nipa palm community (2A) and interview Mr. Mithr Billso,

Bang-Nai School, Pak-Ro Sub-district, Singhanakhon district, Songkhla province (3A)
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Figure 2 Positional distribution of Nipa palm community, Pak-Ro and Chalae sub-districts, Singhanakhon district,

Songkhla province
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Figure 3 Location map of the distributon of Nipa palm community, Pak-Ro and Chalae sub-districts,

Singhanakhon district, Songkhla province
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Figure 4 Utilization of Nipa palm in accordance with the way of life of the community, Pak-Ro and Chalae
sub-districts

Nursery aquatic animals mooring cover waves protected homes from waves

Figure 5 Utilization and conservation of the Nipa palm community consistent with the topography and

local wisdom

Nipa palm community in Pak-Ro sub-districts Nipa palm community in Chalae sub-districts
Figure 6 Characteristics of the Nipa palm community in Pak-Ro and Chalae sub-districts
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Nipa palm of degradation

Nipa palm reclaimed of the based on degraded

Figure 7 Degradation and reclamation of the Nipa palm community in Pak-Ro and Chalae sub-districts
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