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Development in Community-based ‘New Theory
Agro-tourism Management

at Sao Hai District, Saraburi Province
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Abstract: The objectives of this action research were to 1) evaluate the potential of agricultural technology
dissemination stations in Sao Hai district, Saraburi province as New Theory based-agro-tourism attractions, 2)
study and enhance the potential of the local people in agro-tourism management, 3) develop agro-tourism routes
and operate experimental New Theory based-agro-tourism by the community, and 4) provide guidelines to
develop community-based New Theory agro-tourism. The data were collected by using evaluation forms,
observation forms and questionnaires from 79 samples that were agriculturists, community leaders, governmental
officers, private agencies and local people who were interested in agro-tourism management. The findings
indicated that 1) the agricultural technology dissemination stations in Sao Hai district had a high potential to be
New Theory agro-tourism attractions because of their beautiful natural sceneries and the agriculturists concrete
knowledge of New Theory, 2) the potential of local people in tourism management that derived from participation in
training workshops and operating experimental tourism by themselves, and 3) the ability to develop agro-tourism
routes according to the local people’s needs and the community social capital that resulted from collaborative
thinking and involvement in problem solving processes was important in making community-based New Theory

agro-tourism in Sao Hai district, Saraburi province succeed.

Keywords: New Theory, agro-tourism management, community-based tourism
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Figure 1 Conceptual framework
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Table1 Community-based ‘New Theory’ agro-tourism routes in Sao Hai district, Saraburi province

Time

Itineraries (Day 1)

06.00
08.30

09.30

11.30
12.00

14.00

16.00

18.00

Departed from Bangkok. Breakfast was served to all 30 tourists on the bus
Arrived at “Wat Soong”. Paid homage to the sacred “Chao Mae Takien”, which
was the origin of the district's name “Sao Hai”

Visited the agricultural technology dissemination stations titled “the sufficient
economy”. The lecturers and demonstrations of cost-reducing rice farming,
chemical-free jasmine rice planting and producing natural shampoo made from
blue pea were given

Paid homage to the golden Buddha image of Ayutthaya Period at Wat Phayao
Arrived at Wat Tha Changnua. Paid homage to the Buddha'’s footprint, visited
the center of local textile of Tha Chang district, lunch by Pasak River. Enjoyed
the local show from Wat Tha Changnua school students

Visited the agricultural technology dissemination stations titled “the integrated
farming”, the lecturers and demonstrations of soil improvement, production of
compost from organic substance and production of wood vinegar were given
Visited and studied to the lecture on the establishment of community enterprises
at the agricultural technology dissemination stations titled “the community
enterprises of the organic fertilizer compresses”

Arrived at Tai-Yuan cultural museum. Appreciated the legend of Tai-Yuan
people’s long journey to Pasak River, traditional dinner of “Khan Tok” style,

enjoyed Tai-Yuan show and stayed overnight
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Time Itineraries (Day 2)

07.00 Wake up with fresh air of Pasak River and had breakfast

08.30 Shopped around the morning market of Tha Chang district and bought local food

09.30 Visited the garden of a gardener specializing in planting flowers, ornamental
plants, fruits and home-grown vegetables

12.30 Lunch at Baan Yang museum, where a good number of agricultural heritage had
been kept, listened to the lecture from the local intellectual of Baan Yang district

17.30 Safely arrived in Bangkok
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