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Tourism Potential of Phu Sang Border Town, Phayao Province
as with a Tourist Hub to Neighboring Countries in the Greater

Mekong Sub-region
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Abstract: The objectives of this study were to examine the tourism potential of Phu Sang border town or Baan
Huag community as a convenient tourist hub to neighboring countries in the Greater Mekong Sub-region. This
research was non-experimental, using qualitative research techniques such as documents research, survey
research, interviews and brainstorming (focus group). The sample groups were 10 community leaders and
Phu Sang Border Town Tourism Development Board, 10 government officers, 25 employees and 10 tourism
specialists. For quantitative research techniques, the data was collected from 112 visitors by using
questionnaires. In short, Phu Sang border town has high potential to be developed as a tourist hub to
neighboring countries in the Greater Mekong Sub-region in particular. The reasons for this are 1) its
geographical location, 2) its natural and cultural resources 3) the public positive attitude towards development
of their community for tourism. However, we should provide training in knowledge management of tourism for
people in the community, particularly Phu Sang Border Town Tourism Development Board, and 4) tourism
market potential and tourist behavior. It was found that the border town of Phu Sang is where tourists can easily
travel to Phu Chi Fa. Tourists come here for homestay and shop for souvenirs such as textile products, both from
the local area and from Lao PDR, of which ‘seven-colored woven fabric’ is its most distinguished textile product.
Tourists also come here to enjoy the Thai-Lao border market and to offer alms in two lands. Another reason that
gives the area its potential as a tourist hub to its neighboring countries is that tourists who visit the area are also
interested to go for sightseeing of the Mekong River as well as other tourism activities in Muangkob and Chaiya
Buri town in Lao PDR. They also enjoy the livelihood of the communities in Lao PDR and often travel to Luang

Prabang via the Baan Huag border.
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471 NITLIUNMINNNNIBLLUIANNARA (conceptual  framework) AININT 1 WAZNIBLNGIAE (research framework)
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Context of Phu Sang border town (physical): Location potential of

the community

Community tourism status of Phu Sang border town: Tourism |

resources of Baan Huag and Phu Sang district . )
Tourism Potential of Phu Sang Border Town

A 4

Phayao Province as the link with neighboring

Community Tourism Status of Phu Sang Border Town: Potential of countries in Greater Mekong Sub-region

community and people’s readiness in developing tourism

Community Tourism Status of Phu Sang Border Town: Tourism

market potential and tourist behavior

Figure 1 The conceptual framework

Secondary Data of Phu Sang

Border Town: Tourism resources Survey of Baan Huag community Data collection of visitors” opinion
facilities/ services tourism market/ e.g. physical location tourism by questionnaire (112 visitors)
tourist and tourism management * *

Synthesis ™ Gontext of toursm siatus of Phu Sang 1 endew  of community

A Border Town: Tourism resources facilities/ leaders and Baan Huag
senices tourism market/ tourist and Tourism Development Board
Literature  review:  sustainable tourism management (15 people)
tourism  border town  tourism \
tourism management model e.g. -

Focus group of related people by using a questionnaire 10 specialists,
sustainable  tourism  community

10 government officers and 25 employees (business)

participatory tourism and tourism

management by tourism network

tourism marketing etc.
un "9 Tourism Potential Phu Sang Border Town Phayao Province as the link with

neighboring countries in Greater Mekong Sub-region

Figure 2 The research process
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Table 1 Distance comparison of important tourist spots

Route Distance (km) Route Distance (km)
Phayao Bangkok 691 Bangkok Chiang Khong 930
Checkpoint
Chiang Mai 150 Huai Kone Checkpoint 806
Chiang Rai 90 Baan Huag Checkpoint 793
(Kiew Hok)
Baan Huag 102 Baan Huag Muangcob, Lao PDR 20
Checkpoint Checkpoint
(Kiew Hok) (Kiew Hok)
Pakcob (Kong River) 39
Chiang Chiang Khong 320 Pak Tha (connect to 76
Mai Checkpoint R3A)
Huai Kon Checkpoint 450 Chianghon 7
Baan Huag 252 Muanghongsa 137
Checkpoint
(Kiew Hok)
Luang Phrabang 330
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Figure 3 Map of the advantage of Kiew Hok Temporality Permitted Area (Baan Huag) as a link with the

important town in Lao People's Democratic Republic
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Table 2  Tourism potential of Phu Sang border town in comparing with the actual condition and in case of

being International check point
Important characteristics of | characteristics of Phu Sang (Baan Huag) tourism Authentic Interpreting Assessment score of Interpreting

being tourism border town border town, Phu Sang District, Phayao Province assessment result intemational checkpoint result

Touching different culture Diversity of ethnics makes the area attractive 3.3 Fair 4.2 Excellent
and the visitors can touch Tailue Mong and
Lanna people’s culture etc., especially Laos that

still maintain traditional lifestyle

Shopping for souvenir, local | Seven colors woven fabric / textile from Laos/ 4.1 Good 4.5 Excellent
things, food and drink agricultural products/handicraft
Having oversea experiences At present, the route is not convenient for the 1.2 Very low 4.7 Excellent

visitors  (except Phayao residents) If it is
upgraded to be the international checkpoint, it
will be the route to important tourist places e.g.
Luang Phra Bang, Udomchai or the route to
Thailand as the entrance to Chiang Mai

especially for foreign visitors

Historical Story The linkage route via Baan Huag is considered to 21 Fair 4.1 Good
be the historical route, the interesting legend of Tai
Lue immigration in Eastem Lanna Region with
Chiang Rung (Xishuangbanna) These stories can
be used as the cultural cost and the tourist

attraction

Convenient access Convenience is the advantage of Kiew Hok 34 Fair 4.3 Excellent
Checkpoint. Its physical geography is the plain
area in the mountain pass. The distance is
nearer when it is compared with nearest
checkpoint (Chiang Khong, Huay Kone), but

nowadays the route in Laos is rough

Cheap price of travelling | Interms of price, the living cost in Phu Sang and 46 Excellent 45 Excellent
border town Phayao, including Muangcob in Laos is not high
when itis comparing with the large city. Besides,
the location of Phu Sang is nearer than the
surrounding border town so it is economical of

both time and cost

Safety visit The living condition still maintains the country rural 44 Excellent 4.5 Excellent
area. This makes Phusang Border town and
Muangcob in Laos is chamming with the people’s
friendliness, family relationship, peaceful community

and a few of crimes is founded in the area

Total average 3.31 Fair 4.40 Excellent
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