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Adaptation Strategy for Chiang Khong Port after the

Opening of the Forth Thailand-Lao PDR Friendship Bridge
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Abstract: This study aims at evaluating potential impacts of the forth Thailand-Lao PDR friendship bridge on the
Chiang Khong river port, and offering suggestions to the port after the bridge has been fully operated. Research tools
used in this study include descriptive statistics, time-series analysis, field observation on current interational trading
and transportation activities, and in-depth interview with 73 stakeholders in the study areas. It is found that the logistics
activities at the port as part of an international transport network are likely to reduce possibly even to zero after the
bridge is open. Nevertheless, there are a few potential activities for the Port Authority of Thailand (PAT) to consider for
enhancing transit-transport connectivity between northern Mekong sub-region and Lam Chabang Port. For example,

a development of dry port, inland container depot (ICD) or multimodal transport facility are some of those potentials.
Keywords: Chiang Khong port, the forth Thailand-Lao PDR friendship bridge, logistics
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Findings and recommendations

Figure 1 Research methodology framework
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Figure 2 Trade volumes through Chiang Khong customs office (2003-2013)
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Figure 3 Trade volumes between Thailand and China through Chiang Khong customs office (2008-2013)
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Figure 4 Trade volumes between Thailand and Lao PDR through Chiang Khong customs office (2008-2013)

Figure 5 Road freight activities at Borhan (China) — Borten (Lao PDR) border checkpoint
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Table 1 Factors influencing the decision making on mode choice between road and river transports in

northern Mekong Sub-region

Factor River Transport via Mekong River Road Transport via R3A

Cost Lower Higher

(if excludes feeder and transshipment (difference can be smaller if includes

cost) feeder and transshipment cost)

Time Slower Faster

(2 days from Jinghong to Chiang San) (1 day from Jinghong to Chiang San)
Reliability Low (especially dry season) Moderate (potential road accident)
Flexibility Low High

(Fixed route, transshipment area and

relying on feeder)

Transshipment

Limitation on current facility

Fewer limitation

Accessibility

Low

High (allows Door-to-Door service)

Regulations

For current stage, river transport can be
beneficial for importing some products to

China as it has relaxer import regulations

Cross Border Transportation Agreement
can potentially relax some of current
regulations for road transport if it has

been fully implemented; However, not at

the current stage

Figure 6 Stakeholder focus group seminar held in this study
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Figure 7 Suggested concept mapping for Chiang Khong port adaptation
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