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Abstract: This study aimed to explore: 1) socio — economic factors and supplementary of young farmer
group members in Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai province; 2) roles of young farmer group members on
agricultural extension; and 3) factors related to roles of the young farmer group members on agricultural
extension. A set of questionnaires was used for data collection administered with 188 young farmer group
members obtained by simple random sampling. Obtained data were analyzed using the statistical
package; frequency, percentage, standard deviation, t-test and multiple regression analysis. Finding
showed that most of the respondents were male and lower and upper secondary school students (Math—
Science program). Their family’s annual income was 90,606.58 baht on average and the main occupation
of their family head was farming. The respondents had been members of young farmer group for 2 years
on average and there was communication with in their group, including their advisors. They were
suggested to attend training on young farmers’ tasks for 3 times per year on average. Besides, the
respondents had learned news on agriculture through printed materials most (20 times per year on
average). It was found that the respondents had a moderate level (=3.30) of roles as a whole based on
the following: 1) production and marketing (=3.37); 2) natural resource conservation and development
(=3.38); 3) community development (=3.26); and 4) coordination with agricultural workers (=3.21).
Findings also showed that there was a significant difference between expected and actual roles. An
average mean score of the expected roles was higher than that of the actual roles in all aspects had a

statistically significant relationship (0.001). Regarding a multiple regression analysis, it was found that the
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following factors: age, educational attainment, parent support, and agricultural information perception had

a significant relationship (p<0.5).
Keywords: Roles, young famer, agricultural extension
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Table 1 Personal factors of young farmer group members (n=188)
Personal Information of Most Number Percentage

1. Sex (Male) 125 66.50
2. Age (16-17 years old) 53 28.20
3. Education Level (High School) 103 54.80
4.  Education Major (Science) 134 71.30
5. Income of Family (50,000-100,000 Bath per Year) 122 64.90
6.  Occupation of family (Agricultural) 110 58.50
7. Length of Member (2 years) 65 34.60
8. Communications(Teacher) 174 92.60
9. Family Support 142 75.50
10. Suggest (Receipted) 160 85.10
- Instructed (1-5 Times) 137 85.60
11.  Group Member (To be Number One) 119 63.30
12. Information of Agricultural Receipts (Documentary) 176 93.60
- Agricultural Information (11-20 Times per year) 94 50.00
13. Training (3-4 Times per year) 118 62.80
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Table 2 Role of young farmer group member (n=188)
Role includes all aspects
Personal Information expected actual
Mean SD Interpret Mean SD Interpret
1. Sex male 4.52 169 Much 3.29 199 Moderate
female 4.49 164 Much 3.31 179 Moderate
2.Age <15 years old 4.46 176 Much 3.37 137 Moderate
3. > 15 years old 4.54 152 Much 3.24 207 Moderate
4. Edu cation secondary 4.48 172 Much 3.37 149 Moderate
school
high school 4.53 161 Much 3.24 207 Moderate
5. Education science 4.50 172 Much 3.31 181 Moderate
art 4.53 156 Much 3.26 216 Moderate
6.Income <100,000  baht 4.52 169 Much 3.29 195 Moderate
per year
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Table 2 (Continued)

Role includes all aspects
Personal Information expected actual
Mean SD Interpret Mean SD Interpret
7. >100,000 baht 4.47 158 Much 3.33 178 Moderate
per year
8. Occupation agricultural 4.49 162 Much 3.28 193 Moderate
9. other occupation 4.53 174 Much 3.32 194 Moderate
10. Length <2 years 4.51 163 Much 3.35 173 Moderate
11. >2 years 4.50 175 Much 3.23 198 Moderate
12. Communic | teacher 4.51 168 Much 3.29 194 Moderate
ations
13. other channel 4.51 172 Much 3.34 182 Moderate
14. Family permit 4.49 164 Much 3.32 181 Moderate
Support
15. don’t permit 4.57 166 Much 3.23 215 Moderate
16. Suggest receipted 4.51 169 Much 3.28 195 Moderate
not receipted 4.49 161 3.43 119
17. Groups to be number one 4.50 166 Much 3.33 174 Moderate
Member other group 4.53 169 3.25 216
18. Information | documentary 4.51 169 Much 3.29 192 Moderate
Receipts other channel 4.48 142 3.48 091
19. Training < 4 times per year 4.51 169 Much 3.30 188 Moderate
> 4 times per year 4.51 165 3.29 205
Table 3 Comparison of mean between expected and actual role of all aspects. (n=188)
Expected role Actual role sig
Role of young farmer group member
X SD X SD
1. Production and marketing 4.49 0.183 3.37 0.271 -50.274" .000
2. Natural resource conservation and  4.51 0.281 3.38 0.365 -45.912" .000
development
3. Community development 452 0.251 3.26 0.270 -50.838" .000
4. Coordination with agricultural workers ~ 4.51 0.206 3.21 0.257 -51.746" .000
Total 4.51 0.174 3.30 0.201 -61.909" .000
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Table 4 Factors affecting role of young farmer group member

Dependent role of young farmer group member

Independent
b t sig

1. Sex -0.012 -0.457 0.648
2. Age -0.105 -6.735" 0.000
3. Education Level -0.176 -3.466 0.001
4.  Education Major -0.015 -0.476 0.635
5. Income 6.804E° 0.309 0.758
6. Occupation -0.024 -0.973 0.332
7. Length -0.001 -0.068 0.946
8. Communications -0.004 -0.140 0.889
9. Family Support 0.106 2.641" 0.009
10. Suggest -0.003 -0.836 0.404
11. Group member -0.007 -0.432 0.666
12.  Information -0.003 2,426 0.016
13. Training 0.003 0.335 0.738

Constant 5.048 18.538 0.000
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Table 4 (Continued)

Dependent role of young farmer group member

Independent
b t sig
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