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Abstract: In early 21 st century the studies of decentralization concept have emphasized analysis of a
traditional decentralization and proposed development of new decentralization system due to the current
age, status quo and context. The objectives of this review were to explore the international literature and
approaches to study of decentralization in resources management policy, and to provide suggestions for

body of knowledge on development of decentralization in Thailand.
Keywords: Modern decentralization, decentralization in Public Administration, decentralization arenas
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Table 1 The comparative of the tradition decentralization and the modern decentralization

Characteristics

Tradition Decentralization

Modern Me centralization

Decentralization approach

Top-down decentralization

1.Bottom-up decentralization

2. Hybrid/Integrated decentralization

Decentralization Arena

Local government or sub-national

government arena

1. National arena

2. Sub-national arena

3. Civil society arena

Condition of decentralization 1. Territory

2. Function

3. Small scale project

1. Capacity of community,
local/region government, civil
society

2. Geography and ecosystem scale
3. Needs of context

4. Small, medium and large scale project

Level of decentralization

Zero-sum game decentralization

1. Degree of decentralization
2. Equality of a decision-making

authority

Form of decision-making

Single decision-making authority

Joint/share decision-making authority

Decision-maker Public actors

Public actors and local actors or

stakeholders
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