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Community Welfare: Balancing Between Giving and Taking
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Abstract: Community welfare is welfare organized by a community based on mutual assistance among people
in the community. Thus, community welfare is established to guarantee that people in the community have
security in life. There has been community welfare established using community’s existing capital, and
community welfare enhanced by support of state organizations which can activate it to a broader extent. The
social welfare promotion act (2nd edition) B.C. 2550 has supported community welfare to move forwards,
especially in community wellness. Nevertheless, the concept of community welfare will have no value at all, if it
is not practically implemented, particularly in the context of community management where it is expected to
cover everyone in every age range from birth to death. There have also been new types of welfare added which
would lead to more new ways to create welfare from community’s original capital. Eventually, balance will take
place between giving and taking among people in the community which will make the community stronger and

with better quality of life.
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Table 1 Comparison between social welfare and community welfare

Traditional welfare or social welfare

Adapted welfare or community welfare

1. Welfare is provided based on resources including
utilization of public forest, water resources, and private
resources.

2. Welfare is provided based on culture including help from
family and relatives, patron-client system, and religious
institution.

3. Welfare is provided based on development including
funeral assistance groups, savings groups, vocational

development fund groups, and community business groups.

1.

Welfare is provided by the state which is not enough to

eliminate worries.

2. Welfare is practical knowledge for the people sector.

3. Welfare is community innovation.

4. Welfare is prevention of social problems and social
surveillance.

5. Welfare is social movement.

6. Welfare is the social space to drive power.

7. Welfare is culture.

8. Welfare is connection with the role of local administrative
organizations.
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Principles of community welfare

Factors affecting sustainability

1. Welfare must be made from what actually exist in the
community.

2. Welfare must begin from part to whole.

3. Money is only a tool, not the goal.

4. Assistance provided must not cause segregation in the
community.

5. Welfare must be holistic and links everything together.
6.  Welfare must encourage people in the community to be
both givers and takers, not to be only takers.

7. Welfare must be provided with love and patience.

1.

Diversity, comprehensive, and equity of welfare, and

also member’s satisfaction towards welfare

2.
3.

Appropriate expenditure of household sector

Accepting and understanding of extemal agencies and

monetary institution

4,
5.

Knowledge of operation

Consideration of balancing between giving and taking
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