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Abstract: The purposes of this study were 1) to study the knowledge of folk medicine at Ban Na
Dok Kham, Na Duang district, Loei province 2) to develop the model of community health
promotion using local wisdom emphasizing the use of herbs and 3) to apply and evaluate the
community health model using action research. The instruments used in the study were
interview, questionnaires, group discussion and brainstorming. There were 10 local doctors and
90 people involved in the network of local doctors and related health organizations. As the
result, Ban Na Dok Kham folk doctors who had an experience in treatment for at least 20 years
acquired the herbal knowledge and herbal treatment from ancestors, clergymen and ancient
herbal pharmacopoeia. They developed a model of community health promotion, transferred
information to the community, temples and schools which created the learning process
according to the lifestyle of the people in the community. Moreover, they enhanced knowledge
about planting and using herbs in the community for creating the center of herbal medicine.
They also created a learning process and developed the wisdom of the medicinal plants used
for health care of people in the community.

Keywords: Folk medicine healer, herb, knowledge of folk medicine, health promotion of
community model, local wisdom
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