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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to explore conditions that relate to accepting of
relatives in forensic psychiatric patients associated with murdering family members back to
family, investigate the process of patient care in family and the outcome, and also examine
the pattern of patient care in case of murder family members when the patients return to their
families again. This is qualitative research, there are 13 participants, total 4 families including
patients’ relatives, health officers, and forensic psychiatric patients. Result: 1. There were
two aspects of conditions affecting decisions of relatives to accept the patients back to family.
1. The first aspect was the internal aspect in relatives which was composed of: 1.1 Relatives
understood the point that patients already had history of mental illness prior to the committing
murder, the cause of murder resulted. Additionally they realized that psychiatric symptoms
could be treated and recovered, perceived that they felt remorse, believed they were still
valuable, and recognized their personal characteristic; 1.2 The relatives have problem-solving
skill. They were ready to accepting and to deal with community rejection and also had a
positive attitude at the problem. 2. Support from the external environment. 2. The process of
patient care can be divided into 3 phases: the preparation phase, the beginning phase, and the
supportive phase that is psychiatric symptoms are decreasing and patients are able to live with
family and society 3. There are two patterns of patient care in the family: relatives mainly
look after the patients and relatives encourage patients to take care of themselves. It found
that patient care focusing on relatives to look after the patients and the patients would be
supported to take care of themselves sometimes would be applied in the beginning and
preparing phase. The patient care focusing on encouraging patients to take care of themselves
and relatives might help them sometimes will be applied in the supportive phase.

Keyword: Conditions relating to accepting, patients’ relatives, forensic psychiatric
patients, and pattern of patient care
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