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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to construct and develop a valid and reliable Social
Capital Scale for first year undergraduate students leaving home for studying in universities in
Bangkok and vicinity. The sample consisted of 892 first year undergraduate students leaving
home for studying in universities in Bangkok and vicinity by a multi - stage sampling method.
Data were collected by using the 25-item Social Capital Scale. The Social Capital Scale was
considered for its content validity by academic experts. Each item was rated on a five-point
rating scale, from (5) always true of me to (1) never true of me. Item-total correlation,
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and confirmatory factor Analysis were employed to analyze the
data. The results indicated that the Social Capital Scale had good psychometric properties in
terms of validity and reliability. The item total correlation ranged 0.390 — 0.718. The scale’s
(internal consistency) reliability was 0.898. The confirmatory factor analysis results showed that
the social capital model was fitted to the empirical data and also the 6-factor model was
confirmed. (}*=483.82, df=269, CFI=0.99, TLI=0.99, RMSEA=0.030) The result found that the
Social Capital Scale demonstrated appropriate validity, reliability, and theoretical concepts for
measuring social capital among first year undergraduate students leaving home for studying in
universities in Bangkok and vicinity area.
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