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Abstract

The objective of this study was to examine the relationships of the Internet using behavior for safety
and usefulness with social situational factors, psychological traits, and psychological states. A sample
of 597 Matayomsuksa 3 and 5 female students from four two of the schools utilized the internet
behavior for safety and usefulness program while the other two did not. Based on the Interactionism
Model as a conceptual framework. There was a total of 21 variables. The fourteen summated rating -
scale type of measures were constructed to collect the data. The reliability of each measure ranged from
.52 to .87. Three-Way Analysis of Variance, Hierarchical Multiple Regression and Path Analysis were
used to analyze the data. Research findings were as follows. 1) The students who attended in the
schools without training program but perceived more benefit of internet behavior for safety and
usefulness, showed more internet behavior for usefulness than the opposite ones. This result was
obvious among the students in the total sample. Also, it was found that the students attending in the
schools with training program and perceived more benefit of internet behavior for safety and
usefulness, revealed more internet behaviors for usefulness than the counter — parts. This finding was
obvious among the students in the total sample and especially 3 types of subsamples namely, students in
Matayom 3 level, having lower grade point average and having lower educational level mothers. 2) The
students with the more parents’ control of internet use and with the high psychological immunity had
more internet using behavior for safety than their counterparts. This result was evident among the
students from the schools with the internet using behavior program, the students with a low GPA, or the
students with moderate time spent on the internet. 3) The students with the more perception of the
benefits from school internet behavior program and with many good peer models for internet use had
more peer supportive behavior on safety and usefulness than their counterparts. This finding was
prominent among the students from high economic status families. 4) Eleven variables were found to
be predictive of all three types of the internet using behavior both in the total sample and in the various
subsamples. 4.1) Internet using behavior for usefulness, the variables could account for 26.7 to 39.0%.
4.2) Internet using for safety, the variables could account for 38.2 to 50.6%. 4.3) Peer supportive
behavior on safety and useful internet use, the variables could account for 37.9 to 51.2%. The
important predictors were the favorable attitude towards the internet using behavior for safety and
usefulness, the parents’ control of internet use, future orientation and self-control, psychological
immunity, the perception of benefits from the school’s internet training, correspondently. 5) Favorable
attitude towards the internet behavior for safety and usefulness directly influenced the internet behavior
for usefulness and the peer supportive behavior for safety and usefulness more than other variables.
Furthermore, future orientation and self-control directly influenced the safe use of internet more than
other variables.

Keywords: internet behavior for safety and usefulness, psychological immunity,
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