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A Study of Factors Associated with Self-Protective Behavior of Pregnant Factory
Workers from Occupational Hazard in Nakhonratchasima Province '
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Abstract

This study was aimed to describe factors associated with self-protective behaviors from occupational
hazard among pregnant employees working in factories. Data were collected from 11 pregnant
employees who visited Maharatch Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital during October 2010 to March 2011
using in-depth interview technique. Key informants were purposively selected. The findings show
that pregnant employees have been working in risk environment with occupational hazards. Pregnant
women have varied self-protection measures depending on personal factors and factory factors.
Individually, pregnant women were unaware of using personal protective equipment and of reporting
pregnancy status due to income levels, previous experiences, familiarity of routine work of pregnant
women. At the factory level, factor associated with protective behavior were having guidelines for
using personal protective equipment, for reporting pregnancy and for taking care health and safety of
pregnant women.
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