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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the causal relationships of cross-
lagged self-directed language learning through university learning experience
and participation in activities inside and outside the university by using a mixed-
methods explanatory sequential design. On phase one, the quantitative research,
there were two hundred Thai undergraduate students for the free flow of skilled
labor in the ASEAN community. The questionnaires had five measures and were
used three times, the Structural Equation Modeling were applied to test the
hypotheses. Phase two consisted of qualitative research and in-depth interviews
were conducted with ten key informants from phase one of the research sample.
The research findings with cross-lagged causal relationship show that, the ahead
causal variables, self-leadership and learning environment effected on self-
directed language learning, and then self-directed language learning, the ahead
effect variables, effected to the later measured, self-leadership, learning
environment and learning motivation. The result of the study shows the
importance of self-directed language learning as the gap of knowledge how to
develop English learning skill for higher education students.

Keywords: cross-lagged causal model, Mixed Methods Research, self-directed
language learning
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