Journal of Behavioral Science for Development (JBSD) ISSN 2228-9453 (Print) 2651-2319 (Online) | 151
Vol.11 No.2, July 2019

Exploring Farmers' Cognition and Adaptation to Climate Variability!
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate and describe farmers’ cognitive
perception and adaptation patterns to deal with climate change that include risk
perception, perceived adaptive capacity, and perceived outcomes. The study
applied the grounded theory methodology to understand learning processes and
conditions which determined the risk perception, perceived adaptive capacity,
and perceived outcomes. Data was obtained from in-depth interviews with 20
rice farmers who have been affected from drought in non-irrigating area of
Nongphra, Pichit. The study identified various perception and adaptation
patterns of the farmers, i.e., coping, recurring, incremental, and transformative.
These patterns could understand by various cognitive conditions determining
adaptation trajectories, namely, sense of security, fear of taking risks, exposure
to climate information, and persistent tendency. Therefore, some policy
implications to promote farmers' cognition to adaptation were to build risk
awareness by communicating extensive risk information. Another suggestion
was to build farmers’ resistance to impacts by providing farmers with knowledge
and adaptive practices that were suitable to a local context, ensuring beneficial
outcomes for adaptation.
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